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Principal’s View 

 

Dear Parents 

 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, a group of teachers and I attended a one day 

conference featuring leading international educationalist, Sir Ken Robinson. Sir Ken really 

focuses on the big picture of education and he talks a lot about the damage we will do to 

our children by persisting with a 20th Century/industrial model of education. He describes it 

as a model of conformity, where the focus is academic performance, compliance and 

competition. The curriculum is narrow and is all about Literacy and Numeracy. What’s 

wrong with that you may ask as these are very important subjects. The problem is they are 

not the only things that are important at school. If students are being compliant at school 

they are not engaged in learning. They are not driving their own learning. We know through 

research that it is the ownership of learning, the opportunities to collaborate with peers and 

the chance to study within relevant context that engages students in learning. 

Sir Ken talked about anxiety and depression being one of the real outcomes that is a 

consequence of our current education. The high stakes nature of our exam system, the 

focus on University being the only pathway to success, and the pressure perceived or not 

that many students feel from parents, teachers and the system in general to achieve. If a 

student is not an academic success they are considered to be a failure. This is ignoring the 

many talents they may have in other areas. I saw this as one of the negative sides of 

National Standards. Right from Year 1 a student could be labelled as “below.” This label may 

have only applied to one subject but to the parents, students and, dare I say it, some 

teachers, it often defined that student’s ability at school. Sir Ken described anxiety and 

depression in young people as a modern day health crisis and that a high pressure, high 

stakes school was a major contributor, along with other factors such as Social Media. 

As a school we are proud of the programmes we offer and the focus we take on life skills 

(our HSS Stars). With National Standards a thing of the past we now can move forward and 

focus on progress and ensuring that students have a chance to share their many talents and 

be defined as a “whole” student across our rich curriculum. 

 

 

Ka Kite 

Don McLean 
Principal  
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Notices 
 

 
Cape Fear 2018 
On Friday the 23rd March, 29 keen and enthusiastic Hampden Street community members 

headed to Westport with the super keen and eager Justine Blankenstein (Mrs B) for the 

epic, ultimate physical challenge, CAPE FEAR!!! Eight current year 6 students entered as duo 

teams with some older siblings entering too and their parents coming along for the ride.  

 

 
“Cape Fear is the ultimate physical challenge for youth aged 10 - 18.  It takes in a spectacular 
course around the Cape Foulwind area close to Westport, and includes mountain biking, 
cross country running, caves, mud crawls, handlines, abseils and rock climbs”. 

 
This really was the ultimate challenge. A mass start of 100 competitors ran along the beach, 
to then mountain bike 13km over rugged, muddy farms and along roads to a 7.5km run 
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around spectacular coast line, through caves, up cliffs, under cargo nets, and even a touch 
of golf as a surprise.  

The weather was windy and wet but it did 
not hold back our courageous warriors. 
Everyone had a fantastic time away and this 
was a new and different event for all the 
students involved. All are amping for next 
years race. It has been going for 13 years now 
and will be continuing well into the future. 
We were lucky enough to be able to stay in 
some wonderful rustic West Coast 
accommodation at the Island Creek Lodge, 
right on the banks of the Buller  
River.  

 
 
Liam – “The biking was really fun, and the caving, and it was a good challenge to work as a 
team.” 
Olivia – “The mud was really challenging because you got stuck in it, my favourite bit was 
the abseiling.” 
Ariah – “The waist deep mud was really hard to walk through and move, I really enjoyed the 
rock climbing.” 
Mia – “I found the abseiling quite challenging because you had to go from a really high 
height and I really liked doing the bike ride.” 
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For more photos and to see the video go to http://www.capefear.nz/ or 
https://www.facebook.com/capefearwestport/videos/1422381061240903/  
 
In 2019 the event will take place on the 13th of April. If you think you are up for a challenge 
and want to get involved speak with Justine Blankenstein or email her on 
justine.blankenstein@hampdenstreet.school.nz.  
 

 

Term 2 Activity Fee 

There will be a slight change to the activity fee this year. We will be charging a one-off $20 

fee to cover activities such as buses to events, top team, performances, museum trips and 

other similar events. This will be invoiced during the holidays. 

 

BBC at Hampden Street 
Next week we will be hosting a TV crew from the BBC, who are in Nelson filming an episode 

of their popular, Wanted Down Under TV series. They are coming to school to film school 

life in NZ and experience our kapa haka group, Te Kakano. This is an exciting opportunity to 

put our school on an international stage. 

 

Changes at the Pool        
As signalled last year, very soon the school will be taking over 

the management of our pool from Nelson South Swimming 

Club (NSSC). This change is sad as the school has had a long 

association with the club and our previous agreement had been 

mutually beneficial to both the school and the club. However, 

they are now finding it hard to afford the costs of managing the 

pool and have handed it back to us. They will continue to be part of our school pool as they 

will be hiring lanes from us. Very soon we will begin the process of putting a pool committee 

together and look at options for selling keys. We will also continue to have a swim school 

operating at our pool as we see this is a real asset. Watch this space for further information 

about purchasing a key soon. 
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150th Anniversary 
Plans are well underway for this year’s 150th celebrations. We 

are putting together a fun weekend which will celebrate the 

past 150 years as well as what’s currently happening at HSS. We 

have a dedicated team on the Anniversary Committee but we 

are looking for a couple of extra helpers. We need someone to 

help us manage our registration data base, and someone to help 

with the writing of the 150th book. We have a fantastic book that was put together for our 

centenary in 1980 and we want someone to copy type it onto a computer (with photos) as a 

starting point for our new book. If you have these skills please call in and see Michelle at the 

school office. 

 

Nelson Cluster Inter-school Swimming Results 

 
Well done to the following students who placed at the recent Nelson Cluster Inter-school 

Swimming Competition, competing against swimmers from Victory, Hira, Central, Clifton 

Terrace, St. Josephs and Auckland Point schools.  

 

9 Year Old Girls: 

Elise Morton – 1st Freestyle, 1st Backstroke 

Georgia Rooney – 2nd Freestyle, 3rd= Backstroke 

Lucy Dawson – 3rd Freestyle, 1st Breaststroke 

Bella Cain-Townley – 2nd Breaststroke, 3rd= Backstroke 

Relay team – 1st – Elise, Georgia, Lucy, Bella. 

 

10 Year Old Girls: 

Olivia Huata-Findlay – 1st Freestyle, 1st Breaststroke 

Emily Chadderton – 2nd Breaststroke, 2nd Backstroke 

Mercedes Wills – 3rd Breaststroke 

Mia Cain-Townley – 3rd Backstroke 

Relay Team – 1st – Olivia, Mia, Bronte, Emily. 

 

9 Year Old Boys: 

Sam Harper – 1st Freestyle, 3rd Backstroke 

Barnaby O’Loughlin – 2nd= Freestyle 

Lono Kalani – 1st Breaststroke, 1st Backstroke 

Hunter Royds – 2nd Breaststroke 

Relay team – 1st – Fletcher, Sam, Lono, Barnaby. 

 

10 Year Old Boys: 

Tom Perkins – 1st Freestyle, 1st Backstroke  

Sam Dukes – 2nd Freestyle, 1st Breaststroke 
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Relay team – 1st – Tom, Will, Ryan, Sam. 

 

Good luck to the HSS team competing at Sundays Tasman Primary Schools Regional Event at 

the ASB Aquatic Centre. 

 

 

Sushi – Friday Lunches 

 
 

There is NO SUSHI in Term 2 until the 25th of May.  

 

School App 
Don’t forget to download the SchoolStream App from the App Store. Receive HSS 

newsletters, alerts and notices straight to your cellphone. 

 

Sausage Sizzle 
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Litterless Lunches 
Some helpful tips from the Enviro Group for helping reduce the amount of packaging waste 

from school lunches….. 
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From the Syndicates 
 

Junior Syndicate 
 

Where has the first term gone, the last two weeks have certainly flown by. Thank you to all 

the parents that booked a time to see your child’s teacher, this is a really valuable time to 

talk about progress and where to next. 

The Syndicate have been busy learning some new waiata and most mornings have joined 

outside to start their day off with some beautiful singing. The children have certainly made a 

big improvement with their pronunciation of the maori words. 

We have been really lucky to visit Harold in the Life Education van 

to learn about feelings, ‘warm fuzzies’ and ‘cold prickles’. Most 

classes still have another session with Harold, I wonder what we 

will learn next? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There has definitely been a huge variety of provocations that have come up during the Play 

Based Learning sessions that the children have investigated this term. The children have 

been very creative, working collaboratively and managing self. 

 

 

Kim Anderson Syndicate Leader 
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Middle Syndicate 

 

Last week the children participated in another 

Fun Art afternoon. The children got to choose 

either a dance, drama, music, or visual arts 

workshop to attend based on their own 

interests, and were encouraged to try 

something different to what they chose last 

time. They are then exposed to a range of 

knowledge and skills in that particular area of 

the curriculum. 

Life Education is here again at Hampden Street School. Harold has 

made a star appearance with some great jokes and a caring 

message. The message to children was about feelings and how we 

treat others, a much welcomed message as we are about to 

welcome a number of new students to our Syndicate.  

 

We hope you enjoyed the Easter break with family and friends and 

we look forward to updating you again next term. 

 

Have a great fortnight, 

Ka kite ano, 

 

Mandy Cain-Townley  Syndicate Leader 

 

mailto:office@hampdenstreet.school.nz


250 Hampden St, Nelson 7010 Email: office@hampdenstreet.school.nz 
Phone: (03) 548 1825 www.hampdenstreet.school.nz 
 

 

Senior Syndicate 

 

It's hard to believe we are in week 9 already.   

Congratulations to all our seniors who represented Hampden Street School in the 

Interschool Swimming event.  We had a record number of place getters and the children 

showed excellent support for one another too. 

 

Stem day is always a hive of excitement and learning.  Last weeks day was no 

exception.  From eggs dropping from great heights to hydraulic bridges, the children were 

challenged to think creatively and scientifically for the day.  Big thanks to Fox Stephens and 

Olivia Phillips for offering to come in to run sessions. 

Goal setting interviews have been held this week and it was a great opportunity to chat 

about your child and their learning goals.  If you missed these then please make an effort to 

see your child's teacher at some point before the end of term. 

Next week on Monday and Tuesday we will be taking our classes down to the museum to 
see the National Geographic display of the 50 greatest photographs.  We welcome any 
parents who wish to join us so please check in with your teacher about times and days. 
 
This term has been packed with so many opportunities for the children.  Here's a brief 
outline of what the highlights have been: 
 
My highlight has been camp.  I enjoyed the bonding experience, the waterslide and diving off the pontoon. 
Jordie Mockett-Flewellen 
 
My highlight has been school camp.  I was really nervous to begin with but then I achieved my goal by 
going on camp.  Varna Burnnand 
 
My highlight was camp because I liked going swimming and the water taxi rides, especially the 
doughnuts.  Shi Hagenson 
 
Camp was an open book waiting for the ink to pass through the pages. Kiriana Little 
 
Camp was the trip of a lifetime. My favourite part was paddleboarding and we just bought one! Oscar 
Dykzeul 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                            Tarnia Pilcher Syndicate Leader 
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Coming Events 
 

Nelson/Tasman Swimming Champs, ASB Aquatic Centre   
 

8th April, 9am – 1pm 

Sausage Sizzle 10th April 

Fundraising Committee Meeting, staffroom  
 

11th April, 5pm – 6pm 

School photos – Senior classes  
 

12th April 

Excellence Assembly  
12th April,  

11am – 12pm  

Last day of Term 1  13th April 

Start of Term 2  30th April 

 

 

Community Notices 
 

Bridge Valley April Holiday Camps. During April school holidays here at Bridge Valley 
Adventure Centre, we will be having holiday camps for children aged 8 - 13 years old.  
Our camps are fun and exciting, with adventurous activities such as kayaking, rock climbing, 
archery, shooting and laser tag to make your experience here memorable. This camp is ‘Army’ 
themed, so we are bringing in an opportunity to have a ride in a helicopter for $45!  
Register on our website or contact us for more information!  
Ph: (03) 541 8465 Email: holidaycamps@bridgevalley.co.nz  

Natureland’s Keeper Kids Holiday Programme. For online booking of holiday programmes, 
including pricing and programme info visit www.natureland.nz/, the “Natureland Wildlife 
Trust” website.  

Nelson Youth Theatre Shows. Nelson Youth Theatre is staging THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 
and DISNEY'S ALICE IN WONDERLAND JR at the Theatre Royal during April.  
The Phantom of the Opera is on from Sunday 8th to Saturday 21st April, and its themes 
suggest a PG rating, suitable for an older primary and up audience.  
Disney's Alice in Wonderland JR is a one hour family friendly show (similar in nature to last 
year's The Little Mermaid Jr), and plays ONLY MATINEES through the first week of the school 
holidays, from Sunday 15th to Friday 20th April.  
Bookings: 5483840, www.theatreroyalnelson.co.nz .  

Junior Rugby Holiday Programme. Monday 16th April – 9am to 12:30pm for 7 year olds and 
under - $25. Tuesday 17th April – 9am to 3pm for 8-11 year olds - $35. Wednesday 18th April – 
9am to 3pm for 8-11 year olds - $35. Or Tues and Weds for $60. www.stokerugby.co.nz/jrdp 
Contact Kim Biggs on 021 901 991, stoke.rugby@xtra.co.nz.  

Table Tennis Holiday Programme. Tuesday 17th, Thursday 19th, Tuesday 24th and Thursday 
26th, 9:30 – 12:00 at Saxton Table Tennis Stadium. Cost is $5 per session or $15 for all four 
sessions. Bats and balls provided. Bring something to eat and a drink for a short break at half 
time. Term 2 Table Tennis Coaching. Every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons at 
Saxton Stadium for students aged 8 years and over. Beginners 3:30-5:00pm. Advanced 5:00-
7:00pm. Bats and balls provided, must have non-marking shoes or can go bare feet. Cost is 
$25 per term ($2:50 per week) or pay as you go $4 per visit. Phone Gordon 021 462 399 for 
information on both the holiday programme and tennis coaching. 
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Beginner’s Yoga Course. Beginner friendly Yoga class that is aimed at learning basic yoga 
principles that can be applied at home throughout your week. The ten week course will be 
designed with each practitioner’s needs in mind and with a sequential structure.  Fridays, 
10am – 11:30am at The Wellness Movement, 121 Trafalgar St, Nelson (building entrance is on 
New St with the classes being held in the ‘Corner Studio’.  Starting 4th May, running for 10 
weeks to the 6th July. $130. Instructor: Franki McAdam, 500 hour Yoga Alliance certified 
teacher. francescamcadam@gmail.com , 027 362 3714. 

Alistair Cotterill Professional Tennis Coaching. Group and individual private tennis coaching 
lessons available in Term 1&2 at school and outside school time. Open to boys and girls, all 
abilities, ages 5 years and up. For further information regarding costs and times etc, phone 
Alistair on 5486984, or on 0273488029, email tigertennisnz@yahoo.com . 

Alistair Cotterill April Holiday Tennis Coaching School. 2 day tennis coaching 2 hours per day 
held at Nelson College tennis courts. Choose from April 17th-18th or 19th -20th or 26th-27th. 
Open to boys and girls, all abilities, ages 5-17yrs. Small groups. Register by April 14th. Book 
with Alistair on 0273488029, tigertennisnz@yahoo.com . 

Ministry of Inspiration Holiday Programmes. Numerous holiday programmes on offer this 
term. Cooking - Motueka 16-18 April, Art and Engineering – Garin 18-20 April, Cooking or 
RollerCoasters 23-24 April, Magic the Gathering – Garin 26 April, and Robotics – Garin26-27 
April. For more detailed information please see Eventbrite. Camps run from 9am-3pm, and all 
except for Robotics are for ages 6-13yrs (Robotics for 9-13yrs).  

Fluro/Glow-n-Dark Roller Disco Fundraiser. Nelson Roller Sports Club are holding a fun 
fundraising night at the Tahunanui Skating Rink (Back Beach Rd) with proceeds benefitting the 
Nelson Bays Roller Derby League’s travel fund. Entry is $10 and includes skate hire. There will 
be a bake sale, games, and a costume contest. Friday 6th April, 6:30pm – 8:30pm.   

Violin and piano lessons for age 3yrs and up Katie Dey teaches violin and piano by the Suzuki 
method, music theory and music reading. The Suzuki method is also known as the “mother 
tongue” method and involves learning initially by ear, so is ideal for young children. Both 
individual and group lessons are involved. Katie teaches in Nelson and Motueka. Contact 
katieldey@gmail.com .  

Nelson Basketball Holiday Programme. Nelson Basketball is running a holiday basketball skills 
programme at Jack Robbins Stadium on the 23rd and 24th of April. Yrs 5-6, 9am to 12:30pm, 
yrs 7-8, 1pm to 4:30pm. Sessions are open to anyone from year 5 to year 8 and available to all 
basket-ballers . The sessions will be aimed at teaching children all the different skills of 
basketball, playing games and having fun! Giants captain Sam Dempster will be leading the 
programme and will be supported by some of his Giants team mates, Nelsons’ up and coming 
coaches, and NZ U16 girls coach, France Tilly. Spaces are limited. Email 
coachforce@nelsonbasketball.co.nz or collect a form from the school office. Cost $30 per day 
or $50 for both days. 

Horse Riding School Holiday Camps. The Giggling Pony Equestrian Centre is offering over-
night camps during the school holidays. Camp 1 – Monday 23rd to Tuesday 24th April. Camp 2 
– Thursday 26th to Friday 27th April. Visit their website thegigglingpony.com for more 
information or call on 541 9145, 021 0832 6521. 
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Awards and Achievements 
 

Room 1 Maia Howse for always taking the initiative and for independent work habits. 

Room 2 
Kobe Gribble for having a great attitude towards learning and managing his 
time wisely. 

Room 3 
Annalise Ashwell-Smith for showing maturity in ideas and improved focus in 
tasks. 

Room 4 
Natalie Mitchell for always taking risks in her learning and working 
collaboratively with others. 

Room 5 
Maia Rankin for being an empathetic and conscientious member of Room 5 
who always leads by example. 

Room 6 
Verity Warren for setting high standards, being reflective and working hard 
to achieve her goals. 

Room 7 Kayde Whistler for improved behaviour and efforts with work in class. 

Room 9 Charles Wilson for a positive attitude and striving for success in writing. 

Room 10 Ezekiel Ratu for a big improvement in effort in writing. 

Room 11 Judah Lepolo for striving for success and making great progress in reading. 

Room 12 Tyler Cox for his improved attitude and focus towards learning. 

Room 13 Emma Forbes-Moody for a positive attitude towards independent learning. 

Room 14 Samuel Ibbotson for responding creatively in all learning areas. 

Room 15 
Jethro Cairns for his improved perseverance and focus during learning 
activities. 

Room 16 Maggie Best for having an outstanding attitude towards learning. 

Room 17 
Arlo Gunn for using positive collaboration skills and showing empathy to 
others. 

Room 18 
Ayla-Rose Wagner for contributing and engaging in classroom activities with 
her peers. 

Room 19 Tiago Harper for striving for success with reading. 

Middle Syndicate Swimming Awards 
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