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Principal’s View 

 

Dear Parents 

 

One of the really nice spin-offs of the 150th Anniversary celebrations is the wonderful feedback I have 
received from those who attended the various activities, about our current Hampden Street 
students. Our guests, who were mainly in their 60s, 70s or 80s, couldn’t believe how articulate and 
confident our students were. They said the students were polite and well-mannered and talked with 
pride about their school and the learning. They commented that it was a far cry from their days at 
school, where children barely talked to adults and speaking confidently was not a skill that was 
valued for children.   
 
Hearing this made me very proud as developing these skills has been a key focus for us for the past 
few years since we opened our first MLE block. When talking to employers and business people in 
our region they constantly say self-managing, collaborating with others and confidently articulating 
ideas are all vital skills in the workplace. Add to this the importance of creativity, initiative, and 
empathy which are very much 21st century skills, and you can understand our emphasis on 
developing our Hampden Street STARS and the NZ curriculum key competencies as a big focus in our 
school’s curriculum direction. Obviously, being literate and numerate are still vital skills but in terms 
of the wider curriculum this is content and knowledge, this can only be learnt if students have the 
social skills to take it on and understand it.   
 
With this in mind, it has been interesting what is reported in the media from our secondary school's 
prize givings. Still in 2018 the only student that gets their photo in the paper as being the pinnacle of 
success is the Dux. The Dux being the student who has topped the year group with their knowledge 
of academic subjects. This is a huge achievement but when we consider the types of people our 
workforce is demanding should we not be celebrating our creative innovators, our young 
entrepreneurs, our leaders, or even just our hard workers. Give these students an equal status with  
the person who has retained the content well. Unfortunately, the way our current NCEA model is set 
up there is little scope for innovation or creativity and to achieve the excellence results you tend to 
be restricted to jumping through the predetermined hoops and chasing the allusive credits which 
will unlock what courses you can do at university. Having a daughter who has just completed the 
credit chase in Year 13, I really hope that the current review is going to unravel some of this 
historical and out of date structure and allow students the opportunity to take charge of their 
learning.   
  

 

 

Ka Kite 

Don McLean 
Principal  
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Notices 
 

 
 

Wear Blue Day/World Diabetes Day 

Next Wednesday 14th November is World Diabetes Day. Type 1 diabetes affects over 3,600 

young people in New Zealand with around 48 of those young people (under 18 years of age) 

in the Nelson/Tasman 

region. 

We will be encouraging 
children and staff to dress in 
blue and collecting gold coin 
donations. The best dressed 
class wins a prize! 

The donations collected stay 
local and go towards the 
Diabetes NZ Nelson Youth 
Branch which is a support 
group for families with type 
1 diabetic children and 
teens. The branch runs an 
annual family camp, provides medical bracelets, scholarships, education evenings, and 
family events throughout the year. 

This year the branch is proud to premiere the film Bike Beyond on Friday 16th November at 
Hampden St School Hall, 6:30pm. A documentary about 20 cyclists on an incredible 10 week 
adventure, pedalling from New York to San Francisco. All riders living with type 1 diabetes. 
Koha entry. Reserve your seat. http://bit.ly/bike-beyond-nelson Enquiries: 
dnznelsonyouth@gmail.com 
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Proposed Strike Day 
Kia ora, 

You may have read that primary school teachers and principals have voted to conduct a 
series of nationwide strikes. The day that this will effect Nelson is Thursday 15th November. 
The union representing teachers is entering into further negotiations with the Ministry of 
Education and a formal strike notice has not yet been given. Should the negotiations fail, 
and a strike notice is issued, then our school board will meet and the likely decision is that 
we will close Hampden Street School on the day of the strike. 

We realise this will be an inconvenience to many parents and caregivers and wanted to give 
you as much notice as possible now so that you can think about making alternative 
arrangements. Once we have final confirmation that there will be a strike on Thursday 15th  
November, then we will let you know as quickly as we can. 

If you have any questions at all, please contact me through the school office. 

Regards 

Dave Schaper 

Chair of HSS Board of Trustees 

 

HSS’s Got Talent 
HSS’s Got Talent starts next week. If your child has 

registered to perform they would have been given a notice 

yesterday which gives all information including the date of 

their heat. Heats are running on the 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th of 

November with the finals date still to be confirmed.  

 

 

 

Production Video 
Don’t forget to drop your 15+GB USB into the school 

office with $5 if you would like a copy of the Jewel of 

the Maitai production. Make sure you state which 

night you would like copied, either Tuesday 25th or 

Wednesday 26th September. The copying of the 

production is working best if your memory stick is 

empty or if you have an external hard drive. 
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Class Placement Process  
Thanks to all those who submitted class placement requests for the 2019 school year. The 
deadline for submitting requests in now closed and syndicate leaders and the senior 
leadership team are now busy working on placement. Obviously, we will try to 
accommodate placement requests, but the request is only one factor we need to consider 
when putting a class together. We have just 
completed the appointment process and as result 
we have had a change of guard in some areas. 
Savanna Adams will be taking over from Kim 
Anderson as Junior Syndicate Leader so will be 
moving to the Juniors. Drew Matheson will be 
moving to the Middle Syndicate to take her place. 
We will welcome both Greg Hornsby 
and Montanna Randall to our fulltime staff in 2019 
and both will be joining our Junior Syndicate team.   
Another factor we have to consider is the number in each year group as this will determine 
class sizes. In 2019 we have a larger Junior Syndicate in terms of numbers so will be sending 
a group of Year 2 student to the Middle Syndicate to form a Year 2/3 class. This is an exciting 
opportunity for these students.   
Parents may find that things don’t quite go the way they hoped but we ask that they respect 
our decisions and professional judgement. We ask if you do have concerns that you come 
and see us but be prepared that we may not be willing to accommodate additional changes. 
Often if we change one student from our final class it has a roll-on effect that effects a 
number of students in the class. We ask that parents give your child’s new allocated class a 
chance and ensure that you retain a positive approach when discussing it with your 
child.  Although we have to take a “big picture” view when putting together a class be 
assured, we do consider the needs of each individual child carefully. Like last year, students 
will have the opportunity to spend time in their new teachers' classroom before the end of 
the year.   
 

Hampden Street School Pool Keys  
We are excited to announce that from next Monday, 5th November Hampden Street School 
swimming pool keys will be available for members of the Hampden Street School 
community. We will be releasing the first 50 keys and if the demand is there then we will 
release a further 70. The key will cost $120 + $20 refundable bond for the key (total 
$140). The key will come with a contract that will need to be read carefully and signed. Keys 
are for families and cannot be shared. The newly formed HSS Community Pool Committee 
(HSSCPC) is a volunteer group, whose aim is to provide a quality pool facility to our school 

community and is a not for profit organization. It relies on the 
honesty of the key holders.   
The use of pool will be shared with the swimming club and the 
swim school, but we have ensured there will always be plenty of 
space for key holders to swim at any time.   
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Sports Report 
Term 4 sports are well underway with all codes up and running. If you have an extra sports 

top at home, please return it to the office ASAP as we need them for athletics teams later in 

the term. Any sports queries email Julie at sports.coordinator@hampdenstreet.school.nz . 

 
Tennis Hot Shots; Tennis Hot Shots is the national 

starter tennis programme for New Zealand children. It 

uses modified equipment meaning kids can play an 

adult version of the game from the very start, 

developing technical, tactical, physical and mental 

skills without being put off by huge courts, heavy 

racquets and balls that bounce too high. 

Hot Shots is for children aged 4 – 11 years.  

 

Check out the Nelson Tennis website; www.tennisnelsonbays.kiwi for information on 

upcoming Hot Shots tournaments ( Saturday 24th November, Tahunanui Tennis Club, 

Saturday 8th December, Mapua Tennis Club) as well as all the other tennis opportunities out 

there.  

 

Golf in schools; Last Wednesday, 32 eager senior students embarked on Nelson golf club for 
a series of golfing challenges. Led 
by Chris Pugh and golfing pro Nick 
Loach, the senior students 
attempted putting, chipping and 
even launching balls at Mr 
Marston! HSS has been the first 
school to visit the Nelson Golf Club, 
and we hope to make it the first of 
many. 
 
The purpose of the visit was to 
follow on from the golf lessons 
experienced by the middles and 
seniors in Term 3. The focus of the 
lessons has been about learning 
simple techniques in an enjoyable 
way.  
 
For further information about 
golfing opportunities at Nelson 
Golf Club please contact Chris Pugh 
directly at teedoff@xtra.co.nz or 
discuss with Mr Marston in Room 6 
at 
tom.marston@hampdenstreet.school.nz  . 

mailto:office@hampdenstreet.school.nz
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Wheels Day for Ayla-Rose 
Once again you, the Hampden Street School community, 

have over whelmed us with your generosity. Wheels Day 

along with the Pics Caravan has raised $556.20 which will 

go on the give-a-little page for Ayla-Rose’s hippocampe all-

terrain wheelchair. Thank you to all of you who made a 

donation. 
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Waste Audit 
Objective: No Rubbish 

On Friday 26th October some students had an 
amazing Idea for how to minimise rubbish at our 
school. They wanted to find how much rubbish 
H.S.S. produces in one day, so we did a waste audit. 
The super-duper awesome class of Room 4 got on 
the case. 

We collected all the recycling and general waste 
rubbish from the day before. There was a total of 
35.9kgs. We collected 12.9kg of waste in the 
recycling bin. We found out that 3 quarters of the 
waste in the recycling bin was paper. This meant 
that 1 whole quarter shouldn’t have been in there 
and should have been in the general bins. Let’s sort 
it out H.S.S.!                                                                  

There was 23kg of waste in the general 
rubbish bin. We all thought that in the 
general bins plastic would have dominated, 
but we found out that organic food made 
up more than half of the waste at 13.3kg. 
We found lots of sandwiches that hadn’t 
been eaten, food scraps and uneaten fruit 
just thrown away. A lot of the food in the 
bins looked perfectly fine and that’s just a 
sign of kids being fussy. We are thinking 
that we could set up food scrap bins to     
compost some of this food. 

The general bins were a bit better than the 
recycling bins but still not everything was rubbish. 
Fourteen percent of it (3.5kg) was paper and card 
which shouldn’t have been in there. We think 
that to fix this problem we should put laminated 
signs on each bin with a picture of what should go 
in them. Let’s be recycling champions H.S.S. 

By Ali and Finn 

Room 4 
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From the Syndicates 
 

Junior Syndicate 
This last term is going to be a busy and exciting term with lots of activities 

planned. Keep an eye on the school newsletter for dates. The Junior 

Syndicate would like to welcome Lesley Stevens into our team, she is team 

teaching in Room 7 with Mr Matheson. 

Our topic this term is ‘Around and Around’, the big idea focusing on the 
concept of change. Here is a creative piece of writing related to the 
learning Room 11 children have been doing about the water cycle. 

My Life as a Drip. 
Once I was a drip of water floating in the rumbling clouds. Suddenly a flash of lightning 
shoved me down onto Mount Owen. Then I slipped down the bumpy path. Next slap! I 
crashed into a tree with furious bee’s. Oh! No! I was sinking into the ground, I saw the roots 
of the enormous tree. I saw lots of worms crawling in the dirt. 
Then I rose back into the burning sky and I met my rain friend 
again. 

By Monty Chadderton (Year 2) 

It was awesome to see the support for our Wheels Day held 
last week, the money raised is greatly appreciated by Ayla-
Rose. The children thoroughly enjoyed zooming around the 
school. 

We have a lot of cool activities that have already kicked off this term. There is our Athletics 
rotation that started on Wednesday, each week the children will be learning skills related to 
sprinting, , hurdles, long jump, high jump and throwing. Please make sure that your child 
has a sunhat and wears appropriate clothing each Wednesday for this activity. 

The children have been excited about 
the introduction of our carpentry 
sessions where they get to use our new 
tools and learn some basic carpentry 
skills and create something. 

Also for the next two weeks classes will 
be going for their trip to Natureland, 

watch out for permission slips from your classroom teacher. 

It’s great to see most children in the junior school are looking after themselves by wearing 
sunhats. If your child does not have one please can you supply one as soon as possible. 

Kim Anderson Syndicate Leader 
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Middle Syndicate 
What a jump into Term 4 it has been.  The children began with a trip to the local Suter Art 
Gallery where they looked at an exhibition on māori birds and art. The children had a 
chance to try their hand at pastel art, choosing to draw a manu that represented someone 
special to them. Check these out in your child’s classroom. 
About the Exhibition: 
In Māori mythology manu (birds) are messengers that connect the physical and the spiritual 
realms. They fill the gallery not only through Robin Slow’s gleaming paintings but in Bob 
Bickerton’s sound scape and Brian Flintoff’s carvings and taonga pūoro (musical 
instruments). The space is designed to resemble a wharenui (meeting house) and is unified 
through songs and reflective silences of these manu. An immersive environment, Ngā Hau 
Ngākau reflects the multisensory ways in which memory is imbedded through generations. 
Weaving together painting, carving, and sound Ngā Hau Ngākau is an exhibition that 
explores the collective creation of narratives through a multisensory experience. 
 
TOP TEAM was another fantastic event that 
also took place in the first week. The weather 
was great and the kids were full of smiles and 
cheers. Thank you to all the parent helpers 
who volunteered their time on the day, these 
events can only go ahead with your support. 
Check out the fabulous photos of the fun 
that took place.  
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Athletics training has now started. The children are practicing each of the events in the lead 
up to our Syndicate Athletics day at Saxton Field near the end of term. The focus for 
athletics this year is personal bests and bettering themselves rather than beating their 
buddies.  
 
We are look forward to our Middle Syndicate Big Night In which is taking place in Week 8. 
Preparations are well underway in ensuring this will be a night to remember. 
 
Please check out the back of the newsletter for further event dates and times. 

 
Have a great fortnight, 
 
Ka kite ano, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mandy Cain-Townley  Syndicate Leader 
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Senior Syndicate 
Term 4 has begun with a hiss and a roar! STEM day, 150th celebrations, science workshops, 
golf experience and athletics are just a few of the opportunities the kids have had the 
chance to take part in over the last few weeks. 

One of the greatest things about 
working in a school like Hampden 
Street is all of the opportunities 
available to our children. It is a key 
reason why I moved my children 
here when I started full time and 
they have really benefitted from 
the exciting curriculum and 
events. However this doesn't 
happen without a wonderful 
team! It is a privilege to work with 
the senior teachers as they work 

tirelessly to ensure these things happen. So a big shout out to the Senior teachers this 
week!  THANK YOU FOR YOUR HARD WORK! 
 
Top Team is quickly approaching and one of the ways you can support us is by putting your 
name forward to help during the day.  We need about 12 helpers from 10am until around 
2pm. Please contact myself or tom.marston@hampdenstreet.school.nz to let us know your 
availability. 
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If Top Team isn't 
your thing and 
cooking is, then we 
may need you. 
Early in 2019 (mid-
January) we are 
needing a few 
parents who can 
help us out for a 
day of cooking 
camp food. In the 
past Helen and 
Tracey have 
worked all week to 
cook camp food 
and this has been a 

huge task. Next year we are going to use the home economic rooms at Nelson Intermediate 
to try and smash it out in a day.  Please email me if you are keen for me to contact you with 
more details - tarnia.pilcher@hampdenstreet.school.nz 
 
I hope you have all had a great start to Term 4, no doubt it will go as fast as the other 
three.  Enjoy! 
 

 

Tarnia Pilcher Syndicate Leader 
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Coming Events 
 

Junior Syndicate Disco 7th November 

School Assembly, Junior & Middle Syndicates 
9th November,   
2:15pm-3:00pm 

Wear Blue Day (World Diabetes Day) 14th November 

NZEI Teacher/Principal PROPOSED strike day 15th November 

Hira Football Tournament, Neale Park 
16th November,   
9:00am-3:00pm 

Board of Trustees meeting, staffroom 
21st November,  

6:00pm – 7:00pm 

Senior Syndicate Athletics, Saxton Oval 
22nd November, 
9:30am-2:30pm 

HSS School Gala 
23rd November, 
5:00pm-8:00pm 

Middle Syndicate Athletics, Saxton Oval 
27th November, 
9:30am-2:30pm 

Senior Interschool Athletics, Saxton Oval 
4th December,   
9:00am-2:30pm 

Big Night In, Rooms 17,18,19 4th-5th December 

Big Night In, Rooms 14,15,16 6th–7th December 

PP Day, Interschool Athletics, Saxton Oval 6th December, 
9:00am-2:30pm 

School Assembly, Junior & Senior Syndicates 7th December, 
2:15pm-3:00pm 

Year 5 Big Day Out 10th December 

Junior Syndicate Big Day Out 11th December 

House Swimming Relay 14th December 

Excellence Assemblies 14th December 

Year 6 Big Day Out 17th December 

Last day of Term 4 2018 20th December 

Start of Term 1 2019 7th February 
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Community Notices 
 

Stoke School Market and Truck Show. Come along to this 

fundraiser and see  various  trucks and trailers and vote for your 

favourite truck. There will be market stalls, food and coffee 

along with raffles. Live entertainment as well as Blast 

Entertainment with their bouncy castles and rides. - $5 Adults, 

$3Children or $10 for the family. A & P Show grounds 

10th November 10.00am – 3.00pm 

Fairy book release. Euphemia and her author and 
Illustrator are visiting in-store at Paper Plus Nelson. 
Deborah Brookes will be reading her newest book to 
fairies old and young. Come down and join the fun. 
Anyone who comes dressed as a fairy will receive a 
goodie bag. Come listen to the tale, collect your 
colouring competition and meet Euphemia for this 
local book launch. Saturday November 3rd from 
10:30 am.  

Tots to Teens. Tots to Teens magazine is a free community parenting resource for Kiwi 

families. We focus on positive, well-researched parenting advice to support children’s 

reading, learning, behaviour, nutrition, health, well-being, and resilience. Tots to Teens 

September to November issue is available on the following 

link;  issue1809s.totstoteens.co.nz  n this issue, we look at why “It’s okay to play”, as the 

brain’s right hemisphere develops by the age of four, and it takes about another three 

years for the left to catch up. We also have a parents’ guide on “How to check your child’s 

reading comprehension”, and we ask, are we suffering from “Digital defeat” – where 

social media and technology are killing our kids’ ability to read? “10 ways to become a 

remarkable parent” and “50 easy techniques to help kids calm down” will give you some 

great ideas. Make sure you’re in to “Win!” great prizes, and don’t forget to enjoy our 

“Family fun” page, too! 

Nelson A&P Show.  For all students wanting to enter items in either Art, Handcraft, or 

Photography, view the schedules and either download or fill in entry forms online, by 

going to www.richmondpark.nz and then proceed to Entries, Competition Child and Youth 

Schedules and Entry forms. 

Remember entries for Photography need to be delivered to the Richmond Showgrounds 
by November 9th for judging. No online entries please. 
The Art and Handcraft can be delivered straight to the Scout Hall, Richmond 
showgrounds, on Tuesday and Wednesday 20th and 21st November between 10am and 
6pm, or prior to that directly to the A & P office before 4.30. 

Alistair Cotterill Professional Tennis Coaching. Group and individual private tennis 
coaching lessons available at school and outside school time. Open to boys and girls, all 
abilities, ages 5 years and up. For further information regarding costs and times etc, 
phone Alistair on 5486984, or on 0273488029, email tigertennisnz@yahoo.com . 
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Awards and Achievements 
 

Room 1 
Denver Hale for making excellent choices in regard to his learning and 
contributing thoughtful ideas to classroom discussions. 

Room 2 
Meila Chisnall for contributing meaningful ideas to classroom discussions and 
striving for success in her reading.  

Room 3 Malak Allami for increased confidence and creativity in the arts. 

Room 4 
Mischa Taylor for the wonderful effort in her writing by engaging her 
audience with personal voice. 

Room 5 
Jack Swain for showing empathy by taking on a mentoring role with his 
peers. 

Room 6 
Andy Phan for displaying a positive initiative to his mathematical thinking, 
striving to succeed. 

Room 7 Clarise Cameron for super self-management and always striving for success. 

Room 8 Jack Schaper for an excellent attitude towards all areas in his learning. 

Room 9 
Dayton Wheeler for taking the initiative during writing and writing a great 
explanation. 

Room 10 
Harry Easton for responding positively to feedback and recrafting his writing 
showing great improvement. 

Room 11 Shyne Duncan for her fantastic attitude towards all aspects of her learning. 

Room 12 Fraser Bryant for striving for success with his reading. 

Room 13 
Fionn Smith for his positive and enthusiastic attitude towards new 
challenges. 

Room 14 
Alanni Tregoning for massive gains in reading and self-confidence in the 
classroom. 

Room 15 Otis Dell for a great attitude to and improvement in athletics. 

Room 16 
Gabriel Hughes for demonstrating perseverance in writing to capture 
wonderful ideas. 

Room 17 
Eliana Gibbons for taking on challenges and pushing herself out of her 
comfort zone.  

Room 18 
Ivan Shabashev for his passion towards learning and empathy towards 
others.  

Room 19 
Brooke Rundle for a positive attitude towards her learning and supporting 
others.  

Room 20 Malakai Toa for a dynamic attitude to reading and writing. 
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