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Principal’s View 

 

Dear Parents 

After 16 years in the Middle Syndicate, this year I made the big move from teaching Yr 4 to Year 

5/6! To be fair, I had been ‘encouraged’ to make the change for a few years, but other factors 

had made this difficult. Finally, the stars aligned and with much excitement I packed up my 

stationery, threw out my old dinosaur units from 2005 and moved up to the Senior Syndicate. 

Well, after a term and a bit, hand on heart, I can honestly say that it has been the best thing I 
could have done. Yes the kids are smellier, more tech savvy and never shy to point out how old 
and slightly uncool I am, but seeing how they have grown (both physically and as a learner) since 
the Middle Syndicate, is inspiring. Those learner qualities and values that we work so hard to 
develop in the first four years of school are far more obvious and to the fore. Most children 
know where they are at with their learning, what their next learning steps are and what they 
need to do to in order to get there. Yes, some still lack the focus or motivation to do it 
consistently, but that is where the teacher steps up to support that child to reach their 
potential. 

Highlights to date; well, hard to go past starting the year with a camp in the Abel Tasman! What 
better way to develop relationships and bond with a class than being together 4 days, 24/7 in a 
neutral location. However, probably the thing that stands out above anything else is the 
opportunity to work again with children I had already established a relationship with in previous 
years. In Room 1 this year I am lucky enough to have 8 students who I taught either directly or in 
a shared space over the last two years. The advantages in this have been massive. I know where 
these students are in regards to their learning and attitudes toward various curriculum areas. I 
know their academic strengths and challenges, but most importantly, I know them as a person. 
This means that when I plan what we are going to be doing as a class, I can cater it towards the 
interests and passions of my pupils in a way that is more likely to engage them and meet their 
needs fully. Not to mention the fact that I also have a pre-established relationship with these 
students’ parents. All in all, a recipe for academic success. 

Of course I am not alone in enjoying the benefits of having more than one year with certain 
students. Many teachers across the school (with parental support) have made the decision to 
keep pupils for a second year and all speak positively of the experience. Something as a school 
to consider maybe? 

Nga mihi nui 

Dean Francois 
Associate Principal 

Thanks Dean for an interesting reflection of your first term in the seniors. The idea of teachers 
at Years 1-2, 3-4, and 5-6 having students for two years is something we are seriously looking at. 
I would love to hear your feedback on this concept. 

Don McLean 
Principal  
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Notices 
 

 
Absentees 
It’s that time of year again where we have a lot of children absent with coughs and colds 

and bugs. Don’t forget if your child is absent from school to notify the school office before 

9am to avoid getting a text reminder or phone call from us. You can call the school on 

(03)5481825 and select “1” to leave a message (note anything under 6 seconds will not be 

recorded), text a message to 027 522 7368, or submit an absentee through the School 

Stream App. Please leave/submit a detailed message with the reason for your child’s 

absence so we can code their absence correctly. 

 

Sporting Success 
This year’s Nelson Cross Country League results were an amazing achievement for the 

school. 1st place in both the Boys and Girls competition is a fantastic achievement. It comes 

from the tremendous support our 

students receive from both staff 

and parents and from the 

wonderful positive attitudes our 

students have to running and 

physical activity in general. Special thanks to Denise White and her years of dedication to 

this event! 

In contrast we did not have the winning results on the field at the recent Rippa 
Rugby tournament, however the real success with this tournament was the 
record number of students who attended. We entered four teams of ten 

players, with many having never played the game before. Once again the 
team was well supported by parents, who helped with transport and team. 

 

Buddy Class Gardening 
Room 7 and their buddy class Room 4 harvested their garden patch this week. Delicious 

carrots for all! 
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School Stream App 
Don’t forget to download the School Stream App and add Hampden Street School. It’s a 

great way of receiving newsletters and information straight to your phone, as well as 

reminders and alerts. It is linked to our school calendar so the app automatically sends 

reminders to your phone on any upcoming events.  
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Pertussis (Whooping Cough)  

 
A child who attends our school may have whooping cough. 

For children & staff attending the Hampden St. School we recommend the following actions: 

 All children should be up-to-date with their Pertussis (whooping cough) immunisation and 

are advised to check with their family doctor. 

 Anyone who develops a runny nose or cough should see their doctor immediately, and remain 
away from the school until the doctor is sure that it is not whooping cough. 

 Phone ahead so you do not spend time in the waiting room. 

 This is particularly important if you have a baby in the house under one year old, as all of the 
household may need antibiotics to protect the baby from whooping cough. 

Symptoms: 

 Usually a cough lasting longer than two weeks with at least one of the following: 

 Spasms of coughing 

 Spasms of coughing ending in vomiting or difficulty breathing  

 Cough may be accompanied by a whooping sound. 

 Complications can include pneumonia, ear infections and problems related to the effects of 
prolonged and severe coughing. 

 Serious complications are most common in infants and babies 

How can I protect myself and others? 

 Make sure your child is on time and up-to-date with vaccinations. Check with your GP if you are 
unsure. 

 Don’t wait until someone has had the cough for more than two weeks before checking it out. 

 Remember to cover all coughs and sneezes (clean tissue or elbow), and practice good hand 
hygiene. 

 Adults are often the source of infection that then spreads to children (although having whooping 
cough or being vaccinated protects most people for many years against becoming ill, neither gives 
life-long protection) 

 It is very important that adults don’t cough around babies and children 

 Women in the later stages of pregnancy should avoid close contact with people who are coughing 
to reduce their risk of infection that they may then pass on to their newborn baby. It is 
recommended pregnant women get a free Pertussis vaccination between 28-38 weeks of 
pregnancy from their GP. 

 

If you have any queries please contact your family doctor or practice nurse, or phone Public Health on 

 (03) 546 1537 (Nelson), 0800 HEALTHLINE (0800 611 116) or 0800 IMMUNE (0800 466 863). 
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Cours de Français en salle 7 

Room 7 have been learning French with Mrs Armstrong. Motivation was high with the start 

of the new topic of “Food”. This week students tried Le pain (bread) with du fromage  

(cheese- Camembert and Brie) and Le pâté (pate) and they needed to say in French the 

name of the food and whether they liked it or not (j’aime or je n’aime pas). 

 

 

 

Public Health Video Stars 
Recently several of our students were actors in a video currently being made for the Public 

Health Service. The video is about what happens when you are admitted to hospital. The 

filming went very well and Lily, L.J, and Melzina were “acting naturals” in front of the 

cameras. The video aims to help children who are being admitted to hospital by showing 

them what to expect and lessening their anxiety.  
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Book Fair, School Library 
The library is a busy place at lunchtimes with a lot of children popping to exchange books, 

joining in at the table to make a bookmark, or finding a quiet spot to read. The library is 

open Tuesday to Friday lunchtimes from 1:00pm to 1:30pm. 

On the 18th, 19th and 20th of June we will be hosting our annual Scholastic Book Fair in the 

library from 3:10pm to 4:00pm each afternoon. It’s a chance to browse and/or purchase the 

latest children’s books sold by Scholastic. EFTPOS will be available.  
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Paw Prints Program 
We are lucky to have the Paw Prints Program at HSS once a week, giving some students the 

chance to work with their beautiful dogs. All the dogs are highly trained and very gentle 

natured. The program promotes collaboration, using your initiative, empathy, confidence 

and leadership.  
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From the Syndicates 
 

Junior Syndicate 
Dinosaurs, dinosaurs everywhere. The junior children have been totally engaged with this 

topic. They have enjoying the various workshops where they have had the chance to create 

using a multitude of different media. They have produced some great imaginative writing 

and researched about their favourite dinosaurs. Pretending to be Archaeologist’s and 

creating environments for our dinosaurs has been a lot of fun. 
 

 

Dino writing 

I was stomping, running towards my prey, so I could feed my 

family. My teeth were blazing sharp. I went home and the 

lights were out. I saw a dark and creepy shadow- it was a T-

Rex like me. I fought him and won. 

By Lily Chamberlain-Marks (Rm 7) 

 

The Sabre tooth figure moved towards me. I was terrified!! 

There was nowhere to go. My heart was pounding as it 

chased me. 

Willoughby Scutt (Rm 7) 

 

The children have been practicing really hard with their cross country running. It’s not long 

now before you can see them in action at Fairfield Park (Thursday 7th June). Remember to 

mark it on your calendar and have your gumboots at the ready to support the children.  

 

Kim Anderson Syndicate Leader 
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Middle Syndicate 
Nelson put on another beautiful sunny day for the annual Middle Syndicate Cross-Country. 
The kids had a fantastic afternoon and it was wonderful to see the children striving to 
achieve their set goals. This is what some of the children thought... 
 
It felt tiring, at the end at least. I did not stop running until I made it to the end. I didn’t 
come last which was another goal for me. I got the stitch on the way. My legs got sore, it felt 
like I was standing next to a giant burning flame. 
Brooklyn Boyd. R18 

 
It was fun. It was kind of hard because I had 
Linnea running behind me and she was really 
fast. I got the stitch too. I enjoyed it because 
it was a challenge for me. 
Sylvie Fletcher R19 
 
I fell over a couple of times in the mud. 
Sometimes I ran down the steep hill and I 
flipped over, one time I didn’t. I ran 2 laps. I 
did a speed boost and ran super fast. I had a 
really good time. 
Finn Morris R17 
 

The cross-country was very tiring. It was fun running with my friends. It was good having 
people cheering for me.  
Josh Goody Room 16 
 
It was good because it was not too confusing. I ran good because there wasn’t too many 
corners. I felt good because I came second. 
Otis Dell Room 15 
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I thought I was trying my hardest and I am getting faster. I really love running now and I 
never used to like it. I was a bit scared and a bit excited.  
Ella Cuff R14 

 
We are looking forward to another great week or two of P.B.L (Project Based Learning). 
 
Have a great fortnight, 
 
Ka kite ano,                                                              
                                                                                                     Mandy Cain-Townley Syndicate Leader 

  

Middle Syndicate Cross Country top 3 finishers in each year group. 
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Senior Syndicate 
Here we are halfway through the term and the learning is just getting better!  
 
Last week we were really lucky to have Rex Ashwell come in and share some of his work. 
Rex had designed a money box that looked like it wouldn't open due to an optical illusion. 
He also made an infinity box which is a narrow wooden box that when switched on; looks 
like it goes on forever.  The children were really excited to see these objects and they 
helped extend discussions around our topic of "Through The Lens". 

 
If any other parents or grandparents have something interesting in the way of optical 
illusions, photography or science learning around light, then please email your teacher and 
book in a time to share.  We would love to have you in our classrooms. 
 
Another hive of excitement in our hub is around Genius Hour.  Students have all developed 
a question based on a passion.  Some are trying to solve problems, some are addressing 
needs and some just want to share information.  We will be sharing these projects in Week 
9, 11:15 - 12:15pm, Friday 29th June and would love you to come in and see them then.  But 
in the meantime you can assist your child by checking in with their progress and adding any 
ideas. 
 
The shared STEM day with the middles was a huge success!  It was lovely to see our Senior 
students taking on a leadership role and the teachers really enjoyed working with a range of 
students across the two syndicates. 
 
We hope you have a wonderful Queen's Birthday weekend. Please feel free to drop by into 
your child's class to see what they have been up to. 
 
Tarnia Pilcher and the Senior Team 
 

Tarnia Pilcher Syndicate Leader 

 

 

 

mailto:office@hampdenstreet.school.nz


250 Hampden St, Nelson 7010 Email: office@hampdenstreet.school.nz 
Phone: (03) 548 1825 www.hampdenstreet.school.nz 
 

 

Coming Events 
 

Queen’s Birthday Weekend, Public Holiday, SCHOOL CLOSED 4th June 

150th Anniversary Committee Meeting, staffroom 5th June, 5:30pm-6:00pm 

Junior Syndicate Cross Country, Fairfield Park 7th June, 1:30pm-3:00pm 

School Assembly 8th June, 2:15pm-3:00pm 

Inter-school Cross Country, Branford Park 12th June, 1:00pm-2:30pm 

PP Day, Inter-school Cross Country, Branford Park 14th June, 1:00pm-2:30pm 

Quiz Night, HSS hall 15th June, 6:00pm 

Union Meeting, SCHOOL CLOSING 2pm 22nd June 

STEM Day, Middle Syndicate 28th June 

STEM Day, Senior Syndicate 4th July 

Excellence Assemblies 5th July 

Last day of term 6th July 
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Community Notices 
 

Nelson Enviro Schools have a couple of upcoming events; YU2CU 3 (Team Up To Clean Up)    

https://www.facebook.com/events/2122030214716432/  and the Matariki Lantern Walk 

https://www.facebook.com/events/196891264440394/  

Nelson Rugby Club Under 8’s need a few more players for their tackle rugby team, 

boys or girls. Trainings are at Neale Park on Wednesdays at 4pm, games are Saturday 

mornings. For more information please contact _______________ 

Rock Camp, July 9th to 13th at The Playhouse. 

A week of music and fun designed for kids 

aged 9yr to 15yr of all musical ability. The 

camp focuses on performance more than 

technique, encouraging students to form 

small bands on the first day of the course, 

working towards a concert on the Friday 

evening for friends, family and the public. The 

Playhouse provides a full professional stage, 

lighting and PA gear for the campers to play on. The camp is fully catered by The Playhouse chef. 

Numbers are limited to 15 students. Contact Nic Roland on 5402985 for more details about this 

event and for a sign-up sheet.  

Alistair Cotterill Professional Tennis Coaching. Group and individual private tennis coaching 

lessons available in Term 2 at school and outside school time. Open to boys and girls, all abilities, 

ages 5 years and up. For further information regarding costs and times etc, phone Alistair on 

5486984, or on 027 348 8029, email tigertennis@yahoo.com.  

Akido classes, want to learn self-defence and 

become more confident? DO AKIDO!!. 

Children’s classes for 5yrs-7yrs on 

Wednesdays and Fridays 4:10-4:40pm, for 

8yrs-16yrs on Fridays 5pm-6pm. Check out the website www.akidonelson.nz or call Callum on 

0210694211.  
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Awards and Achievements 
 

Room 1 Jayden Staite for excellent strategies and problem solving in mathematics. 

Room 2 
Hannah Pratt for striving for success when sharing her thoughtful ideas with 
the class. 

Room 3 Ruby Hardy for making excellent connections in science. 

Room 4 
Mischa Taylor for having a wonderful attitude towards working 
collaboratively with others.  

Room 5 
Harmony Stocker for striving to be her best by taking risks and maximising 
her learning time.  

Room 6 
Jeremiah Coursey for an outstanding attitude to all areas of his learning, 
taking the initiative and seeking ways to improve. 

Room 7 Edwin Acland for amazing creativity and being kind to others. 

Room 9 Joe Kitchener for responding creatively in all areas of curriculum.  

Room 10 Mackenzie Boyd for her willingness to contribute ideas to class learning. 

Room 11 Lily Parker for her excellent attitude towards all aspects of her learning. 

Room 12 
Caeleb Sweeney for his excellent attitude to learning and showing empathy 
to classmates. 

Room 13 Kapri Sutherland for an enthusiastic attitude towards all learning areas. 

Room 14 
Maia Eagle for always having a positive attitude and showing empathy 
towards her classmates. 

Room 15 Goya Parata for his productivity and engagement in the history topic. 

Room 16 Evangeline Fourie for persevering and managing her own learning in PBL. 

Room 17 Isabel Burn for the amazing effort she has put into her PBL task.  

Room 18 
Douglas Miller for his enthusiasm and passion towards history and 
associated tasks. 

Room 19 Ryder Murray for his dedicated attitude towards all his learning. 

Room 20 
Tara Proctor for an outstanding commitment to improving her reading and 
writing. 
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