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Principal’s View 

Dear Parents 

There has been a great deal in the media about the decline of mathematics in New Zealand 
schools. Stuff recently featured an article about an ERO report into the decline in 
mathematics.  
See link:  
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/education/101561537/primary-pupils-maths-skills-
dropping-alarmingly-report-finds 
The report focused on schools that have bucked the downward trend and whose students are 
actually making positive gains. At Hampden Street mathematics continues to be an area of 
focus for us in 2018. Although our achievement is solid enough, we feel it could be better and 
like many schools what is of most concern to us is the achievement of girls in mathematics. 
This trend is similar across our Nelson City Community of Learners (CoL) schools and so 
addressing this is a priority for our CoL.  
The positive things I see for Hampden Street from reading this report is that many of the steps 
these successful schools have taken to improve achievement in maths are things that we have 
put in place over the last few years. Streaming and ability group are common practice in many 
schools and was considered good practice by many teachers and parents. The reality is that 
research tells us that this practice has a very low-level effect on achievement and for many of 
our students who are struggling it actually has a negative effect. This is something we have 
done away with over the past couple of years. We know students can learn from each other 
and providing a variety of groupings allows this to happen.  
 
We also know that students are more engaged in mathematics if it is taught in an authentic 
context and as part of an integrated unit. The 21st Century learner needs to know when s/he 
will use this skill/ knowledge in the real world to understand it’s relevance. The days of the 
teachers holding fort up the front of the room with the only break being turning to page 18 of 
the text book are over. Children need to believe they are all capable of success in maths, there 
is no such thing as a “Maths Brain” and that maths is important and relevant to the world they 
live in. The work we are doing at Hampden Street in creating a student focused and driven 
curriculum provides students opportunities to learn in authentic context and to ensure 
mathematics is not always taught in isolation but is part of the wider curriculum.  
 
On another note, events such as Tuesday’s cyclone gives us a chance to look at how we 
respond to an emergency as a school. I felt our communication worked well and the feedback 
I have had has been very positive. For us, it did highlight that some families contact details are 
out of date and need to be renewed. We also found that where people decided to keep their 
children home for the whole day they must remember to let us know. We spent a great deal 
of time tracking done where absent children were Tuesday morning, only to find they were 
safe and sound at home.  
 
Nga mihi Nui 

 

Don McLean 

Principal 
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Notices 

School payments.  
Thank you to everyone who has made payments of fees to the school, we understand that it is a very 
expensive time of year for everyone. If you are having trouble funding any of the fees, please don’t 
hesitate to come to the office or the principal.  Please remember that all camp and other start of 
term fees should have been paid, or arrangements made for payment. 

 

Meet the Teachers Evening  
We will hold our annual ‘Meet the Teacher Evening’ on Monday 26th February 5-7pm. This is an 
informal chance for you to hear from your child’s teacher about their plans for the year and how 
they organise their class and get a whole school overview from the Principal. Programme will be as 
follows;  
5:00pm Junior Syndicate (in classes)  
5.30pm Principal’s presentation and health consultation (in school hall)  
6:00pm Middle Syndicate (in classes) and Senior Camp Meeting (in Room 5)  
6.30pm Senior Syndicate (in classes)  
Please remember this is not a time to discuss individual student’s achievement   
  

School Stationery    
If you haven’t yet got your child’s stationery we encourage you to do so as soon as possible, as this 
will allow children to get started on their class programme. All stationery is available from Office 
Max in stationery packs for syndicates. New entrant stationery is available from the school office. If 
you are having trouble finding the money to buy your child’s stationery please don’t hesitate to 
come and see the Principal, Don McLean.   

  

Impetigo (School Sores) 
We have a few children with school sores, the following information may help you dealing with 

these. 

 impetigo (you say, im-pa-ty-go) is also known as school sores 

 it starts with blisters on exposed parts of the body, such as hands, legs and face 

 the blisters burst and turn into a sore with a yellow crust that gets bigger each day 

 the sores are itchy and can  easily spread to other parts of the skin 

 impetigo is easily spread to other children and adults if they touch the sores 

What to do 

 go to the doctor 

 check and clean every day 

 gently wash the sores with warm water and a soft cloth - wash the sores until the crust 
comes off and wash away the pus and blood 

 check other children for impetigo - use any cream from the doctor on the sores 

 cover sores with a cloth or plaster to help stop the infection from spreading 

 keep your child's nails short and clean 

 wash your hands with soap and dry thoroughly before and after touching the skin or sores 

 make sure your child washes their hands with soap often, and dries them thoroughly, 
especially if they touch the sores 
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How are school sores spread? 

 fluid or pus from sores gets on other skin 

 keep sores clean and covered 
 

What to do if impetigo gets worse 
You need to go back to the doctor if any of these things happen: 

 sores last more than a week 

 sores become red or swollen 

 sores have pus in them 

 your child has a fever 
The infection may have spread to other parts of the body or blood. Your child may need blood tests 
and antibiotics.It is important to take the antibiotics every day until they are finished, even if the 
impetigo seems to have cleared up earlier. The antibiotics need to keep killing the infection in the 
body after the skin has healed. 

 
Sports Update 
Term 1 sports are well underway. Our cricket, volleyball and basketball teams started last week, 

soccer got underway on Monday, and tennis and rippa start tomorrow.  We are still looking for two 

more senior volleyball players for the Wednesday afternoon games at Saxton Stadium (expert 

lunchtime coaching from ex-NZ player Kim Anderson). We are also needing four junior and two 

senior rippa rugby players for Friday afternoon games at Tahunanui Fields.  

We have our own HSS Basketball Skills group with Sam Dempster starting on Tuesday 27th for 6 

weeks, before school, 8-8:45am at a cost of $30 (email Helen if you are keen to be part of this 

group).  

For any sports queries please contact our HSS Sports Leader, Tom Marston 

tom.marston@hampdenstreet.school.nz, or our HSS Sports Co-ordinator, Helen Kersten 

helen.kersten@hampdenstreet.school.nz.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HSS Kiwi cricket team in action on the weekend 
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Lost property 
Lost property is already starting to accumulate this term. Please make sure your child’s belongings 

are clearly named. Any special items that are found like jewellery, watches and toys etc are handed 

in to the office. Please check in with the office staff if your child has lost an item of value. 

 

Senior Camp 
After much investigating of options we have managed to secure bookings for Rooms 2 and 5 to 

attend camp.  Room 5 will attend camp from 5th March – 8th March and Room 2 will attend from 6th 

March – 9th March.  Both camps will be held at Bethany Park, Kaiteriteri while Rooms 3 and 6 are 

there. Rooms 1 and 4 will have a quiet week at school during week 5. 

 

We require a number of tents from across the classes to use for the week at Bethany as cabins alone 

do not provide enough accommodation. We will also need extra bed rolls, stretchers or small air 

beds.  If you are able to provide any of these items for us to borrow then please drop them into class 

early next week so we can stocktake available equipment. 

 

Timetables have been adjusted accordingly so that all classes can complete each component of 

camp.  A copy of these will be sent home next week or is available to view in your class. 

 

If you were providing parent help for the original camps please contact your teacher as soon as 

possible stating your availability for the new dates. 

 

Any questions please feel free to drop in and talk to your childs’ teacher, Tarnia Pilcher or Don 

McLean.  Thanks for understanding, it has been very tricky to book camps at short notice when 

venues are booked in advance. 
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From the Syndicates 
 

Junior Syndicate 

 
What a fantastic start to term 1. The children are all 

settling into their new classrooms and the routines and 

expectations have been set.  

We would like to welcome all the new children that have 

started in the Junior Syndicate. 

Swimming  sessions have been a focus for our Physical 

Education Programme for the start of this term. The children are enjoying cooling off as they 

improve their swimming skills. Times and days for swimming change each week, so please make sure 

your child brings their togs every day. 

Our Discovery sessions have been well received by the children, a weekly highlight enjoyed by all. 

This is a great opportunity for the whole syndicate to discover and experiment with a variety of 

activities and to mix with children from other classes in the syndicate 

 

Remember that it is Meet the Teacher on Monday night 26th February, 5pm in the junior classes and 

5.30pm in the hall for the Principal’s welcome. See you there. 

 Kim Anderson  

 Junior Syndicate Leader 
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Middle Syndicate 
 
What a fabulous start to the year the Middle Syndicate has had. The classes are spending time 

getting to know each other and establishing classroom routines. We are pleased to report that 

classes are well and truly settled and getting into their learning for 2018. Below we share some 

photos from the first fun art afternoon, an afternoon where the kids are able to choose learning 

from each of the arts areas including visual, music, dance and drama. 

The Syndicate classes are enjoying their Swim Magic lessons, where they are learning both water 

survival skills and swimming techniques. We thank the fundraising committee for paying for these 

lessons this term. 

Thank you to the parents who have stopped in to say hi, we appreciate getting to know you also. 

Have a great fortnight. 

Ka kite ano, 
Mandy Cain-Townley  

Middle Syndicate Leader 

Drama in Room 14                                                    Visual Art in Room 15 

Drama in Room 16                                                      Visual Art in Room 17                                  
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Dance in the hall 

                                                                                                                      

 

Senior Syndicate 

 

Welcome back to the Senior Syndicate for 2018.  

We have started the year by sending two classes off to camp at Marahau already.  They had a 

glorious week of weather and fun activities. A huge THANK YOU to Helen Kersten and Tracy 

Rowberry who spent the final week of their holidays preparing the camp food for us.  We really are 

so lucky to have the food organisation done with such professionalism; it makes being a camp helper 

a breeze!  
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Here’s what a couple of the children thought about camp:  

Room 1’s camp Room 4’s camp 

Highlights: 

Jumping off the pontoon, doughnuts on 

the boat ride, kayaking, roasting marsh 

mallows and damper, lollies on the walk. 

Highlights: 

Stand up paddle boarding was new and fun, 

pontooning and jumping from the diving 

board, waka ama – it was really big but light 

but we could move it as a team, waterslide at 

Cleopatra Pool, the views on the walk. 

Memorable moments:  

Photo bombing the girls at cricket, aqua 

taxi ride, capsizing people on paddle 

boards, water activities, kayaking and 

seeing seals. 

Memorable moments: 

Being jump scared by Mr McLean on the 

night trail, pushing each other off the 

pontoon, getting picked up like a little worm, 

scaring people on the night trail, scary camp 

fire stories. 

  

Rooms 3 and 6 have already started their swim safe lessons and have made the most of early 

morning swims each day.  It’s incredible to see how quickly children develop confidence in these 

lessons and we are really appreciative to the HSS fundraising committee for covering the cost of 

these. 

It’s been wonderful to see the seniors enthusiastic about getting involved around the school.  Our 

new road patrollers are trained and are working through their roster.  Thanks guys for keeping our 

crossing safe. 
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Tarnia Pilcher  

Senior Syndicate Leader 

 

Coming Events 
 

Meet the teacher  26th  February,   
5-7pm  

150th Anniversary Committee meeting, staffroom  27th February,   
5:30-6:30pm  

School assembly  2nd March,   

2:15 – 3pm  
Rooms 5 & 6 on camp  5th – 8th March 

Rooms 2 & 3 on camp  6th – 9th March 

Senior Swimming Sports  15th March, 1-3pm  

Middle Swimming Sports  16th March,   
11am-12:30pm 

School Assembly  16th March,   
2:15-3pm  

PP Day, Senior Swimming Sports  22nd March, 1-3pm  

House Swimming Sports 2:15-3pm 

Interschool Swimming Sports, HSS pool  26th March,   
1-2:30pm  

Easter weekend, Good Friday through to and including,  
Easter Tuesday, SCHOOL CLOSED  

30th March-2nd April  

PP Day, Interschool Swimming Sports, HSS pool  4th April, 1-2:30pm  

Goal Setting Conferences  4thApril,   
3:15-5:15pm  

Goal Setting Conferences  5th April, 2pm-7pm  

Nelson/Tasman Swimming Champs, ASB Aquatic Centre  8th April, 9am-1pm  

Excellence Assemblies  12th April 

Last day of Term 1  13th April  

Start of Term 2  23rd April  
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Community Notices 
  
Drama Classes. After school drama classes for children with Roger Sanders. For children 
aged 7 – 10 years, Tuesdays 3:30 – 4:45pm at Fairfield House. Enquiries to 
rogerandstories@gmail.com, or on 0275064617.  

VIOLIN AND PIANO LESSONS for age 3yrs and up Katie Dey teaches violin and piano by 
the Suzuki method, music theory and music reading. The Suzuki method is also known as 
the “mother tongue” method and involves learning initially by ear, so is ideal for young 
children. Both individual and group lessons are involved. Katie teaches in Nelson and 
Motueka.  Contact katieldey@gmail.com 

Children's Book Groups. Book groups are starting up again at Volume: The Space for 
Books. Volume host 3 groups; senior primary (9&10 yr olds), intermediate (11&12 yr 
olds), and teen (age13+). Intermediate – first session is Thursday 22nd Feb 3:30-4:30pm, 
Teen – first session is Thursday 1st March. Both groups meet in the bookshop. Senior 
primary – start date and venue to be advised. For further information please contact 
books@volume.nz, or call 9700073.   

Nelson Rugby Football Club. The junior registration for the Nelson Rugby Football Club 
will take place on Saturday 3rd March at the clubrooms from 9am to 3pm. Socks and 
shorts will be available for purchase, and orders can be taken for training t-shirts. Any 
queries please contact Quentin Harwood on 5464749 (work) or 0213023508.  

Recorder Course at Victory Community Centre. The recorder is a great and fun way to 
learn music and an ideal first instrument to learn. Classes run for 30 minutes and are led 
by music teacher Anna Maitland. Thursdays; 3:45pm – 5&6 yr olds, 4:15pm – 7,8&9 year 
olds, 4:45pm – 10&11year olds. Running from 22nd February – 5th April, $30 per child. For 
further information please contact vccreception@victory.school.nz or call 5468389. 

Village Kids Homebased Early Childhood Service has educators in Richmond with spaces 
available for under 5 year olds. If you would like to find out more, please email Kirstie on 
kirstie@villagekidsnz.co.nz, or call 0211309980.  

Sport Tasman offers a range of fitness classes at Saxton Stadium and Richmond Town 
Hall. Prices vary for each class with the option to purchase concession cards at a reduced 
price. Many of the classes on offer are child friendly with a play area for your under 5's. 
To find out more about what's on offer check out www.sporttasman.org.nz//facilities, or 
call either Saxton Stadium on 5380072, or Richmond Town Hall on 5443955.  

Marlborough Muddy Buddy is back for the 7th year. The ultimate mud-packed adventure 
fun run is for people of all abilities. Here's your chance to fulfil that inner wish and slither 
and slide around in the estuary mud like you have always wanted to. A host of new and 
exciting obstacles will join your favourites from previous years and guarantee that you 
and your buddy will enjoy the mud like never before. To register go to 
www.regonline.com.au/mudbud2018 . 

The Original Gypsy Fair will be in Richmond on the weekend of 24th -25th February at the 
Richmond Park Raceway. The Gypsy Fair is a great day out for the family and it is free 
entry. The fair has handmade crafts, clothing, obstacle bounce, coffee, food, face 
painting, candy floss, music, toys and entertainment. 

Stoke Rugby Club. Stoke Rugby Club JAB registration is on the 3rd of March, 10:30am – 
2:00pm in the St Barnabus Church foyer, Maind Rd, Stoke. All age grades U6 to U18 are 
welcome. For further information contact Tia Andrews on 0212562046 or email 
stoke.rugby@xtra.co.nz . 
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'ARTFUL CREATIONS' competition and show for all ages, organised by the Waimea 
Soroptimist Club. Prize money $500 for the winner in each of 4 sections: Anything Goes 
(all recycled items), Fabulous Fibre (includes wolls, cottons, flax, string etc), Glam It Up 
(glamorous evening fashion to stun), Schools Section (avant garde). Registration of 
interest closes 31st March; Entries due for submission in August; Show will be staged on 
24th August at Hope Community Church Hall. For registration and more information email 
siwaimea@siswp.org .   

Table Tennis Coaching. Table tennis coaching for beginners, every Monday afternoon 
3:30 – 5:00pm at Saxton Stadium for students aged 8 years and over. Bats and balls 
provided, must have non marking shoes or can go bare foot. Cost is $25 per term.  Have a 
go playing table tennis on Saturday afternoons 2-5pm. Anyone is welcome, bring the 
family, this is free for Term 1 as it's sponsored by Nelson Orthodontics. After this term 
you can join in on one or more of the many sessions. For more information phone Ted for 
both coaching and have a go enquiries on 5470979. 

Lifecycle Nelson. A free community event to celebrate and encourage riding a bike on 
Sunday 11th March from 12-4pm on the grounds of Nelson Intermediate School, Tipahi 
Street, Nelson. Bring your bikes, try different bikes on the day. If you don't have a bike 
come anyway as there will be lots to do/see. Complete 8 tasks as a family/group and go in 
the draw to win some great prizes. Refreshments available for purchase. Follow us on 
https://www.facebook.com/lifecyclenelson/ . 
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