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Principal’s View 

 

Dear Parents 

 

The “Child’s World” is a special place. It is creative and imaginative and makes life colourful 

and interesting. It makes a simple event or happening so much more exciting. As a teacher I 

have heard some wonderful stories in daily news about what students got up to in the 

weekend that have been enhanced by the creativity and imagination of the child’s world. 

Some stories have made my hair stand on end so much so that I have had to approach the 

child’s parents to seek clarification, only to find the actual events were far more mundane.  

 

The child is not lying but rather is enhancing the truth to create a good story. This is not a 

bad thing and too often we label kids dreamers or off-task, when the reality is the child’s 

world is an amazing place for children to develop their ideas and allowing time for students 

to explore and develop these ideas is important.  

 

Often students will enhance or dramatize their stories for attention. All students love 

attention and if they can gain more attention by adding a bit of extra drama they often will. 

In some ways this is human nature. It is something the media do all the time. Something I 

have noticed in recent years is that some parents struggle to distinguish whether what their 

child is telling them is the child’s world version or the actual events. This can cause some 

real issues particularly if their dramatized story brings them the attention they seek because 

the child gets the idea, that when they enhance the events of the day, they get more 

attention than when they report on a normal day. All too frequently I have parents come to 

speak to me about bullying issues, only to find out when I’ve done an investigation that the 

incident was a two way spat between friends or simply friends who have fallen out , who 

have moved on and made new friends.  

 

As parents it is our responsibility to allow our children to be creative and use their 

imagination but also to remind children that if they are sharing a story, particularly if it is a 

negative one, that they share the facts and their feelings around them as opposed to 

enhancing it to gain undue attention. It is also important  for parents to ensure they find out 

the whole story from all quarters before making a judgement on what went on.  

 

As a school we strive to always have an “open door” and we encourage parents who have 

concerns to come in and talk to us about it.  

 

Ka Kite 

Don McLean 
Principal  
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Notices 
 

 
Thank You For Parent Interviews 
A huge thank you to all the parents who came along to last weeks’ parent interviews. 

Teachers were delighted with the positive constructive discussions they had with parents. It 

is so important that teachers and parents have time to work together in partnership to 

support students learning. Our expectations are that all parents attend parent interviews. 

We realise last weeks’ times may not suit some families so if you weren’t able to attend last 

weeks’ interview your child’s teacher will be in touch to arrange a time that suits.  

 

YIKES Childcare on Teacher/Principal Strike Day, 15th August 

 
Yikes will be open for child care on the day of the NZEI teachers and principals strike. Please 

go to their website for further information: www.yikesnelson.com . 

 

Keep the Cans Coming In 
Cans have started coming in to the office for the 

“Cans for Good” fundraiser that aims to support 

the Salvation Army by stocking their foodbanks in 

preparation for Christmas.  

If you have any extra cans that you are happy to 

donate for this worthy cause, please drop them 

at the school office.  

We are hoping to create an amazing can 

structure/artwork on Friday 24th August.  
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Sushi Lunches Update 
Sushi is available to order on Fridays. From this Friday there will be 

NO more salmon sushi, it is being replaced with a tuna-mayo option 

in both the pieces and stick. Just a reminder on the available 

flavour options: vege, chicken-teriyaki or tuna-mayo in either 

pieces for $4.00 or a stick for $3.00. Children order from the main 

office before 9:00am on Friday mornings, juniors then collect their 

sushi from Room 9 at lunchtime while middles and seniors collect 

theirs from the school office.  

 

Pita-pit Lunches 
Pita-pit is available to order on Thursdays. 

It must be ordered online before 9:00am 

each Thursday on www.lunchonline.co.nz . 

Pita-pit delivers the food to school before 

lunchtime and the children collect it from 

the office.  

 

School Stream School App Update 
We are looking forward to the new 

School Stream update being released on 

the Apple and Google Play Store next 

week. 

Please check that you update the app 
when it’s released. You can even set your phone’s app updates to automatic. Here are the 
instructions for the Apple App Store (https://goo.gl/mvC9as) and the Google Play Store 

(https://goo.gl/XCgkL1). 

To get the most out of the app features we do recommend creating an account so you can 
easily manage the content the school sends through. 

To create an account, go to the side menu via the top-left corner and click on "Log-in". This 
is a quick and easy process that will require your first and last name, and a mobile number, 
email, or Facebook account authorisation. 

Once you have created your account, you will be able to access all of the new app features 
which will be highlighted in the welcome video. 

The School Stream App is linked to our school calendar so automatically 
sends reminders for certain events. It’s also a great way of receiving text 
alert reminders and newsletters. Absentees can also be entered through 
the app.  
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150th Celebrations Registration Information 

 
Hampden Street Schools’ 150th Anniversary Weekend is happening on October 19th & 
20th 2018.  You’re invited! 
We formally invite you to celebrate Hampden Street School’s 150th Anniversary 
Weekend.  Please read the Programme of Events and Invitation and, register online 
here HSS 150th Online Registration.  We’ve had a fantastic response already so please make 
sure you register as soon as possible.  Stay informed by liking our Facebook page 

too! https://www.facebook.com/hss150/ . 
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School Assemblies 
For the remainder of the school year our fortnightly Friday 
assemblies will now involve two of the three syndicates only. 
This is because our school roll now exceeds the safe limit for 
hall capacity. Please take note on the coming events page of 
the newsletter for which syndicates will attend those Friday 
assemblies.  

 
 
 Swimming Superstars 

 
A special HSS shout out to two talented 

swimmers whose hard work and dedication 

in training paid off in the weekends Nelson-

Marlborough Short Course Championships. 

Olivia won seven individual gold medals, two 

relay golds, and two individual silver medals. 

She also won the Girls 10 & Under Short 

Course Championships trophy for the most 

points awarded.  

Lono won eight individual gold medals, an 

individual silver and a relay silver, as well as 

swimming 12 personal best times across the 

competition. Lono took home the Boys 10 & 

Under Short Course Championship trophy for 

the most points awarded. Incredible sporting 

achievements by both these HSS stars. 

 

 

 

School Closed Reminder 
School will be closed on Wednesday 15th August due to the NZEI Teachers and Principals 

Strike. Please make alternate plans for your child/children on this day. Full information on 

this strike action has been emailed home previously. Extra copies are available at the school 

office. 
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Basketball Round-up 
As always we love hearing sports feedback from parents/caregivers and coaches. Currently 

HSS have two basketball teams doing particularly 

well in their respective competitions, both under 

the coaching of Maria Little, who has recently 

updated us on where the teams are sitting; 
 
Hampden Street School has been represented in 
the Term 2&3 basketball leagues this year with a 
team in the year 5/6 competition, and another in 
the year 3/4 competition.  
                                                                                              HSS Hoops in action 
The Jets are our senior team. Currently they are ranked 1st on the table and are going into 
play offs motivated to keep their spot.  
                                                                                               
The Hoops are going into the play offs in second equal spot. Fantastic considering there are 
two players in the four player team who have never played before!  
 
Both teams have been incredibly enthusiastic and have worked well together right from the 
first game. There has been strong leadership from the more experienced players supporting 
the newer players all along the way. 
 
The passion has been obvious with dedication both on and off the court, and many hours 
spent practicing shots and skills.  
"Having the new hoop at school has meant that lots of kids are playing basketball whenever 
they can" says Lucy Dawson. 
 
Big thanks to Sam Dempster for his invaluable and enjoyable coaching sessions on 
Tuesday lunchtimes. 

 HSS Jets with Jerry Evans Jnr, who played for the opposition in one of their games. 
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Genius Hour in Our Community 
It’s so rewarding for us as a school when we see our students having a positive impact on 

their community. Maia and Joanna's project for Genius Hour was to make some activity 

packs for the children's ward at the hospital for the unwell kids. As part of their research 

they went to visit Chris (the play therapist / teacher on the children's ward) to ask her what 

would be useful, and then set about making their activity packs.  

It was lovely to hear 
the following 
feedback from a 
family member;  

When we went to 
deliver the packs last 
Friday, Chris and her 
colleague spent 10 
minutes talking with 
the girls and looking 
at what they'd put 
together. Chris told 
the girls their efforts 
brought tears to her 
eyes at how big a 
difference this 
would make to the 
unwell kids, and how 
appreciative she was 
of their efforts. 

I just wanted to add, as a parent it's really heartening that as part of the school curriculum 
the children are provided with opportunities to use their knowledge and experience to 
provide meaningful service to the community, helping to reinforce to them they have a 
valuable contribution to make, and have the ability and skills to make a positive difference.  
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Middle Syndicate STEAM Day  
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From the Syndicates 
 

Junior Syndicate 
Thank you to all the parents and caregivers that came to our Parent 

Conferences, it was great to see such a good turnout. 

Our focus this term is defenitely towards arming the children with some 
skills for the up and coming production. Each Tuesday the children have  
been involved in our Arts workshops rotation, which include Drama, 
Dance and Music. The  children get to spend two weeks at each of these 
disciplines.  

 

The New Entrant Hub had the opportunity to work with a group of 30, 13 year old students 
from the SHIGA Japanese school group.They have been spending time in New Zealand 
schools to experience NZ life and improve their English.  

The children in Rooms 12 and 13 
helped them read some of their 
reading books and high frequency 
words. In return the SHIGA 
students taught some origami to 
the children.  

The SHIGA group performed 
a dance to the whole Junior Syndicate as a thank you for 
letting them visit.  

 

 

 

Kim Anderson  

Syndicate Leader 
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Middle Syndicate 
Welcome back to Term 3.  
 
This term we are looking forward to our winter 
sports rotations, golf and tennis opportunities 
and of course our school production. Please 
check the newsletter for dates of the production 
in weeks 9 and 10.  
 
Many of the classes have been producing 
amazing pieces of artwork for this years calendar 
fundraiser, these will be available for purchase 
later in the term. 
 
 
Project Based Learning - Earth 

Our next Project Based Learning task will 
begin next week. The children will 
participate in an ignition day on Monday 
where they will be exposed to the 
different continents of the world and 
some of the countries that exist within 
these continents. The children will then 
be asked to choose a country that they 

will investigate in depth over the next five weeks. They will be expected to produce both 
individual and collaborative pieces of work and will be working in the areas of literacy, 
science, social sciences and technology.  
 
P.B.L tasks to be completed include; 

• An Individual persuasive language task which will persuade someone to go to their 
country of choice.  

• An individual visual language task where they will produce a brochure or digital 
advert with details of their country.  

• A collaborative technology task where they will research and produce a model of a 
solution to a global, cultural or environmental issue in relation to their country of 
choice.  

• A mathematical around the world challenge where they will have to budget money 
for a trip. 

 
Children will be expected to join workshops which will enable them to acquire the skills 
necessary to complete their tasks. If you are looking at ways to support your child in this, it 
could be through having conversations that may arise about particular countries and issues 
that may be topical. The children may have work they wish to complete at home which is 
great, although we expect most of the work will be completed at school.  
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We are really looking forward to seeing the kids engaged in this Project Based Learning 
opportunity and we invite parents to approach their child's classroom teacher if you have 
any questions. We will provide details of our celebration day later in the term. 
 
Have a great fortnight, 
 
Ka kite ano,                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                        Mandy Cain-Townley  Syndicate Leader 
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Senior Syndicate 
Welcome back to another term in the Seniors. 

We have plenty to look forward to in Term 3; winter sports, ski day, speeches, production, 

STEM days and more. As a team we appreciate all your support in these programmes. Ski 

notices are definitely due back now so if you need a new copy then please contact me via 

email. Payments also need to be paid by 21st  August so please start thinking about this. 

 

Golf 

We have had the opportunity for the students to attend golf lessons at the beginning of 

term. This was an exciting session and there is a chance later in the term for a small group 

of students to attend the golf course and have a hit around there. This is a great way to 

widen our opportunities and try new things. Keep an eye out for notices. 

 

Speeches 

By now your child would have chosen a speech topic and will be working hard to develop 

key points. Please ask your child about this and encourage them to practise in front of you,  

so you can give them some feedback to help with their delivery in week 5. 

 

Senior Sports 

The children have enjoyed working through a 

variety of sport rotations over the last few 

weeks. Soon they will pick a sport to take part in 

for the Cluster Winter Sport Tournament 

and will spend the following weeks practising 

for this event. 
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                                                                                                                            Tarnia Pilcher Senior Syndicate 
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Coming Events 
 

Nelson/Stoke Cluster 7s Tournament, Greenmeadows 
14th August,  

9:30am – 2:30pm 

School CLOSED, NZEI Teacher/Principal Strike 15th August 

HSS Fundraising Committee Meeting, Staffroom 
15th August,  

5:00pm-6:00pm 

HSS Swimming Club Meeting, Staffroom 
15th August,  

6:30pm-8:00pm 

Board of Trustees Meeting, Staffroom 
16th August,  

6:00pm-7:00pm 

School Assembly, Middle & Senior Syndicates 
17th August, 

2:15pm-3:00pm 

Hockey Tournament, Year 3&4 teams, Saxton Hockey Turf 
21st August, 

9:00am-3:00pm 

Hockey Tournament, Year 5&6 teams, Saxton Hockey Turf 
23rd August, 

9:00am-3:00pm 

150th Committee Meeting, Staffroom 
27th August, 

5:30pm-6:30pm 

Senior Ski Day, Rooms 1,2,3 28th August 

Senior Ski Day, Rooms 4,5,6 30th August 

School Assembly, Junior & Middle Syndicates 31st August 

Senior Syndicate Disco 
7th September, 

6:00pm-7:30pm 

Nelson Cluster Winter Sports Tournament, Year 5&6 
12th September, 
9:00am-2:30pm 

PP Day, Nelson Cluster Winter Sports Tournament, Year 5&6 
13th September, 
9:00am-2:30pm 

School Assembly, Junior & Senior Syndicates 
14th September, 
2:15pm-3:00pm 

School Production Shows 1&2 
19th & 20th September 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

Inter-school Speech Competition, St Josephs school 
20th September,  
5:30-pm-7:00pm 

School Production Shows 3&4 
25th & 26th September, 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

Last day of Term 3 28th September 

150th Anniversary Celebrations  19th & 20th October 
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Community Notices 
 

Professional Nanny Service. Experienced, professional Nanny available for full time, part 
time or casual work, live out, after 28th July 2018. References available. For further 
information or to discuss your personal requirements, contact Meg (Margaret Batt) on  
027 722 9711 or on email: margaret.batt@gmail.com . 

Alistair Cotterill Professional Tennis Coaching. Group and individual private tennis 
coaching lessons available in Term 3&4 at school and outside school time. Open to boys 
and girls, all abilities, ages 5 years and up. For further information regarding costs and 
times etc, phone Alistair on 5486984, or on 0273488029, email tigertennisnz@yahoo.com 
. 

Nelson College for Girls 

PTA SPRING FASHION 

FLING. The Nelson College 

for Girls PTA Spring Fashion 

Fling will this year be held 

on Saturday, 1 September 

2018 at 7:00pm in the 

College hall Our PTA 

Committee is in full swing 

organising the 7th Annual 

Spring Fashion Fling. As it is 

our only fundraising event 

for the year, we’re working hard to make sure that this a community, not just a College, 

event – so we hope you’ll come along and invite friends, colleagues and family to join you. 

This is a fantastic event that is fast becoming an annual Nelson ‘thing’. It’s all about 

friends, food, fashion and fun! So even if fashion isn’t your ‘thing’, you are going to have a 

great night out. If you join us for this fun evening, you’ll be greeted by the feeling of 

spring as you enter a hall filled with flowers and fresh greenery. Linen-covered tables with 

favours for guests await. Platters of delicious nibbles are provided at the tables, with 

drinks available at the bar. Music, laughs and conversation fill the room… and this is 

before the show even begins! Join us! Buy a ticket for yourself or organise a table and 

bring along your favourites. Tickets for this normally sell-out event are on sale now: cost 

$35 per person (which includes delicious platters of yummy nibbles) or gallery seats are 

available for $15 per person. Tickets can be purchased via email - 

michele.perfect@ncg.school.nz , phone 545 9606 or in person at the school’s main office. 

Booking a table of 8 or 10 gives the option of selecting the table location. Don’t miss out!! 

Put the date in your diary now and buy your tickets early. We look forward to seeing you 

there! 
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Ladies Night Market.  An evening of 
beauty, health & wellness on  
Thursday 6th September 7-9pm at the  
Moutere Hills Community Centre.  
 Over 20 stalls all under one roof. 
Come along and treat yourself or 
someone else.  Or do some early 
Christmas shopping. Stalls will be 
ranging from health and beauty 
products and services to amazing gift 

ideas and crafts. While you’re there, enjoy a glass of bubbles, and maybe even win a 
raffle! Tickets ($10) available at Upper Moutere School Office and at the event on the 
night. 

Nelson Multicultural Council. Our Colombian newcomers have organised a fabulous fun 
event this coming Saturday, 11 August @ Founder’s Park from 10am to 4pm to celebrate 
Colombian’s rich and diverse culture with songs, food, music, art, sports, etc. 
 You, your family, friends and colleagues are warmly invited to attend this first time event 
and it is free entry. See the flyer later in the newsletter. 

INSPIRE Festival. The INSPIRE Festival is coming soon with fantastic new speakers plus 
some tried and true hits from previous years. Two days of STEAMS Learning. Thursday 
choose 1-2 hour sessions lead by innovative speakers in topics such as: Centre for Brain 
Research, Wooly Creations, Nanogirl Labs with Cooking Science, Robotics/coding. Friday 
choose 3-6 hour in-depth sessions on topics such as: Mystical Maths, Whenuiti Outdoor 
Survival, Harry Potter STEAMS, MBot Programming. Much, much more on offer with 58+ 
sessions from which to choose. INSPIRE Festival is the same low price of $50. Course 
details will be available on our website for download in the next two weeks with 
registrations open mid-August. Don’t be disappointed, register early. INSPIRE 6th-7th 
September at Nayland College. 

Violin and piano lessons for age 3yrs and up Katie Dey teaches violin and piano by the 
Suzuki method, music theory and music reading. The Suzuki method is also known as the 
“mother tongue” method and involves learning initially by ear, so is ideal for young 
children. Both individual and group lessons are involved. Katie teaches in Nelson and 
Motueka. Contact katieldey@gmail.com . 
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Awards and Achievements 
 

Room 1 
Gus McCullough for fantastic thinking and problem-solving ability in 
mathematics. 

Room 2 
Jake Baker-Whistler for striving for success in his learning and demonstrating 
a positive attitude. 

Room 3 
Tom Perkins for responding to feedback and showing improved attention to 
detail. 

Room 4 
Mike Ching for showing empathy by responding to situations with tolerance 
and respect for others. 

Room 5 
Caitlin Smith for striving for success by always putting 110% into any 
challenge. 

Room 6 
Isaac Vercoe for an excellent attitude to problem solving and learning, being 
reflective in his own practice. 

Room 7 Fiona Harris for continued positive attitude and excellence in her learning. 

Room 9 
Ryden Horwell for excellent effort in all areas of learning and showing 
empathy. 

Room 10 Scarlett Gribble for supporting others with their learning. A great buddy. 

Room 11 
Hayden Allen for consistently using a wide range of wow words and 
expression in her writing. 

Room 12 Kimiora King for the super effort she has put into applying the reading skills. 

Room 13 
Rebecca Fergusson for always having an enthusiastic attitude towards 
learning. 

Room 14 Maicah Kalani for an increased effort and initiative in his learning. 

Room 15 
Haize Whanga for the amazing progress he is making in his attitude and 
reading.  

Room 16 Lukas Bare for his improved focus and engagement in class. 

Room 17 Connor Cox-McGrath for his positive attitude and effort towards his learning. 

Room 18 
Sebastian Padilla Victorica for his enthusiasm towards learning and being a 
kind, caring friend. 

Room 19 Lily Steele for responding creatively during writing. 

Room 20 Wilfred Miller for giving every activity all he has got. 
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