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Principal’s View 

 

Dear Parents 

Recently the media has been full of negative articles about Modern Learning Environment 

(MLEs). The articles are one sided and unfortunately tend to lump all schools who have 

developed new learning spaces under the same banner as MLE. Personally, I don’t like the 

Modern Learning Environment label we feel Innovative or Flexible Learning spaces are a 

better name as it reflects what the purpose of the spaces are – to allow children space to 

innovate and lead their learning and to allow flexibility in where children learn. The main 

beef the groups in these articles has is with the new school builds, where schools have 

developed large classroom spaces with three or four teachers. Having seen a number of 

these types of classrooms I have seen some very good examples of these open classes in 

action and I’ve seen a couple that were still developing their pedagogy (Their understanding 

of effective teaching and learning in these spaces). Interestingly enough, in my more than 30 

years in education I have been in many standard classes whose pedagogy was pretty 

average.  

 

The thing that annoys me about these articles is that the spaces play only a very small part 

in the learning that goes on in the school. It is what happens in the classes. These things can 

happen in a standard class or a MLE, things like teachers and students having great 

relationships (No.1!), students having a voice in their learning, students given opportunities 

to collaborate, students leading their learning and understanding their next steps of 

learning. What the open learning spaces allow is choice for students as to where they learn 

and to some degree who they learn with. It allows opportunities to collaborate and it allows 

students to get input from other teachers. Maybe someone they had a connection with in a 

previous year.  

 

In our five years of development of our flexible learning spaces we have seen a huge 

improvement in student’s engagement in learning (our attendance figures support this) and 

in classroom behaviour. The argument that students gets lost in the large spaces is rubbish 

and has nothing to do with the design but is all about teacher’s relationships with students. 

It such a shame that the media gives these minority groups an ear without looking for the 

success stories in this time of change in education. These articles just further undermined 

the teaching profession and the trust we endeavour to develop with our whanau.  

 

Ka Kite 

Don McLean 
Principal  
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Notices 
 

 
Ronald McDonald House Fundraiser and Toy Day 
The pupil’s council have decided to run a Toy Day this Friday 18th May 
where children can bring in their toys and a donation for this 
worthy cause. No electronic devices please, and it will be up to 
the kids to look after what they bring.  
 
We also thought that we would ask children to bring in any old 
toys or books that they no longer want/need, for a stall at 
morning tea time on the Friday. These can be dropped at the 
office.   
 

Welcome Amy 
After several years of making our HSS gardens beautiful, our wonderful gardener Marcia has 

stepped back into a teacher-aiding role, and we now welcome Amy to the HSS team.  

 

 

Amy has already started working with small groups of students in the edible gardens as well 

as getting stuck into the flower beds around the school. 

 

Welcome to Mr Hornsby and Room 20 

 
Room 20 opened this week with five students 

under the guidance of Mr Greg Hornsby. Mr 

Hornsby is a familiar face around the school 

having relieved in classes in all syndicates in 

Term 1.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@hampdenstreet.school.nz


250 Hampden St, Nelson 7010 Email: office@hampdenstreet.school.nz 
Phone: (03) 548 1825 www.hampdenstreet.school.nz 
 

 

Pita-Pit Thursday Lunches  
Pita-pit is available to order on Thursday’s. It must be ordered 

online before 9am each Thursday (www.lunchonline.co.nz). Pita-

pit delivers the food to school before lunchtime and the children 

collect it from the office.   

 

Sushi – Friday Lunches 
Just a reminder that sushi starts back next week on Friday 25th 

May. This is ordered in the office before 9am, cash only. Cost is $4 

for a 6 pack or $3 for a stick.  

 

Quiz Night Tickets 

 
Tickets on sale through school office 8:15 till 9am or you can contact us direct to purchase a table - 

gregdykzeul@gmail.com 

 

Only 6 tables left. This is always a brilliant evening of laughs and entertainment, get your mates, 

colleagues and neighbours together for Friday 15th of June. 

 

 
 

Schools Cross Country League  
Our School is doing very well in the annual school’s cross country league, currently we are 

coming first in both the boys and girls competitions but by the narrowest of margins. 

There are 2 weeks left. Children can compete on any or all of the dates. Everyone is 

welcome to give it a go just turn up and take part! Any school children can enter, there is no lower 

age limit. Children just need to be able to complete the race.  

The next dates of this year's Schools League are as follows (for all grades):  

• Saturday 19th May – Rabbit Island, 3pm  

• Saturday 26th May – Tahunanui Beach 3 pm 
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Sickness  
With the flu season approaching it is important to remember that if your 

child is sick that they stay home until they are well. Children should be 

encouraged to wash their hands regularly, cover their mouths when 

sneezing and use tissues for running noses. Please remember that if your 

child has been vomiting or had diarrhoea they should not return to school 

for 24 hours after it has stopped to ensure they are no longer contagious. 

We have also had notification from public health about the Measles outbreak in our area and 

Whooping Cough is still also doing the rounds. These are serious illnesses and need to be taken very 

seriously. They are both very contagious and would spread very quickly through a school 

environment. If your child displays any of the symptoms of these illness they should not be at school 

and you will need to see a doctor, this is particularly important if your child is not immunised.  

 

2018 Kiwi Competitions 

This year we will be offering the opportunity to participate in the University of Canterbury 
‘Kiwi Competitions, (replacing the ICAS tests from previous years).  These are open to 
students in Years 5-10 in Science, Mathematics and English, and cost $8.50 per test. All 
participating students will be awarded a certificate and prizes will awarded to top students 
in each year group nationally. If your child is interested in taking part in any of the 
competitions, an entry form can be collected from the office and returned with payment by 
Wed 23rd May. 
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From the Syndicates 
 

Junior Syndicate 
We would like to welcome Greg Hornsby into the Junior Syndicate and all the new children 

that are starting in Room 20 this week and over the term. 

What a beautiful time of year Autumn is, the cooler weather is 

starting to set in, so layer up and keep warm.  

The Junior Syndicate children have been enjoying Autumn, going 

for walks, creating fabulous artwork, learning lots of information 

and producing some great writing. 

Making a Hedgehog Habitat 

We got a box and we got red leaves. 

We got clay and shaped it like a hedgehog. 

We added twigs and eyes. 

By Blake – Room 13 

 

Autumn leaves are floating down to the ground. 

Up in the trees the beautiful leaves reflect the sun. 

Towering trees lose their leaves. 

Up above the trees sway in the wind. 

Muddy leaves crunch under my feet. 

Nature tried its best to make it beautiful. 

By Annabel – Room 11 

 

We have the Junior Cross Country races coming up in week 6 (Thursday 7th June) at Fairfield 

Park, so the children are practicing every day. Please can you make sure your child has 

sensible shoes for running in each day. 

 

                                                                                                                           Kim Anderson Syndicate Leader 
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Middle Syndicate 
It has been a super exciting start to the term with all classes in the syndicate participating in 

a history P.B.L (Project Based Learning) topic. The children began the process by 

participating in an ignition day where they were able to find out a little more about many 

important historic events from around the world and within in New Zealand. From here, the 

children were asked to select a topic from which they would investigate further. Children 

are able to work both independently and cooperatively on different elements that make up 

the project, these elements range from literacy to the arts and technology. To celebrate all 

the learning, we will be making a pop up museum to display our findings where parents and 

whānau will be invited along. We encourage you to talk with your child about their topic of 

choice and their chosen learning outcomes.  

 

The children are also full swing into cross-country training. The syndicate cross country 

event will take place in week 5, further details are in the dates section of this newsletter. It 

is great to see so many children participating in the Nelson Schools Cross Country League 

that is currently taking place over the 4 weekends in May. 

 

Have a great fortnight, 

 

P.B.L Ignition Day  - Where in the World P.B.L Ignition Day - Historical Artifacts 

P.B.L Ignition Day - NZ History 

 

P.B.L Ignition Day - Treaty of Waitangi and 

other artifacts  

 

 
Ka kite ano, 
 

Mandy Cain-Townley Syndicate Leader 
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Senior Syndicate 
Well term two has started with a lot of enthusiasm in the syndicate. 
The teachers are really proud of the effort going into Cross Country 
Training.  All children are pushing themselves to beat their own 
personal time.  If you are able to get out and run with your child over 
the next few weeks this would be a great way to support their 
training.  We have had a number of students take part in the Cross 
Country League over the last two weekends which is also a great 
way to improve.  We would love to see a few more senior boys at 
this weekend’s event if you are able to attend. 
 

Rippa rugby has been a lot of fun so far with students learning skills 
for the game from one of Nelsons Tasman Makos.   
 

Thanks for your support during Girls and Boys nights.  It was great to have such a high turn 
out of parents and children.  Ngaire Warner presented a range of information to start 
discussions at home.  She mentioned a number of resources outlined below: 

• Be healthy. It's a Girl Thing.  Food, Fitness and Feeling Great by Mavis Jukes and Lilian 
Cheung 

• What's happening to My Body? Book for Girls by Lynda Madars 
• Your body. Boogers and All by Phillip Ardagh 
• kidshealth.org/en/kids/puberty 
• www.familyplanning.org.nz/advice/understandyourbody/changesatpuberty 
• kidspot.co.nz ---school ----10-12 year physical development ---emotional development 

--- social adolescence 

There are 4 books available in Room 3 as well for parents to borrow and share with 
children.  Girls can also go on the website www.lovelibra.co.nz for a free sample if they want 
to. 
 

Fortnightly on Wednesday afternoons the senior syndicate are now 
involved in Fun Art sessions.  A range of dance, drama, visual art and 
music is offered for children to choose from.  If you are ever available 
to run a session, then please get in touch with me to organise. 
 

A final request for the syndicate - if you have any material, buttons, 
cotton, cardboard tubes, ice cream containers, quality cardboard or other such crafty gear 
that you no longer need then we would love to repurpose it in our syndicate.  Please send it 
into Room 3 and I will sort it into our art cupboards. 

 
                                                      Tarnia Pilcher  

Syndicate Leader 
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Coming Events 
 

Nelson/Stoke Cluster Rippa Tournament 18th May 

Ronald McDonald House Fundraiser 18th May 

Nelson Snow Gear Sale, HSS school hall 
19th May,  

11:00am–3:00pm 

Cross Country League – Race 3, Rabbit Island 19th May, 3:00pm 

School Assembly 
25th May,  

2:15pm-3:00pm 

Cross Country League – Race 4, Tahunanui Beach 26th May, 3:00pm 

Middle Syndicate Cross Country, Fairfield Park 
29th May,  

1:30pm-3:00pm 

Senior Syndicate Cross Country, Fairfield Park 
31st May,  

1:00pm-3:00pm 

Queen’s Birthday Weekend, Public Holiday, SCHOOL CLOSED 4th June 

150th Anniversary Committee Meeting, staffroom 5th June, 5:30pm-6:00pm 

Junior Syndicate Cross Country, Fairfield Park 7th June, 1:30pm-3:00pm 

School Assembly 8th June, 2:15pm-3:00pm 

Inter-school Cross Country, Branford Park 12th June, 1:00pm-2:30pm 

PP Day, Inter-school Cross Country, Branford Park 14th June, 1:00pm-2:30pm 

Quiz Night, HSS hall 15th June, 6:00pm 

Rippa Regional Finals Tournament 19th June 

School Assembly 
22nd June,  

2:15pm-3:00pm 

STEM Day, Middle Syndicate 28th June 

STEM Day, Senior Syndicate 4th July 

Excellence Assemblies 5th July 

Last day of term 6th July 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@hampdenstreet.school.nz


250 Hampden St, Nelson 7010 Email: office@hampdenstreet.school.nz 
Phone: (03) 548 1825 www.hampdenstreet.school.nz 
 

 

 

Community Notices 
 

Rock Camp, July 9th to 13th at The 

Playhouse. A week of music and fun 

designed for kids aged 9yr to 15yr of all 

musical ability. The camp focuses on 

performance more than technique, 

encouraging students to form small bands on 

the first day of the course, working towards 

a concert on the Friday evening for friends, 

family and the public. The Playhouse 

provides a full professional stage, lighting and PA gear for the campers to play on. The camp is 

fully catered by The Playhouse chef. Numbers are limited to 15 students. Contact Nic Roland on 

5402985 for more details about this event and for a sign-up sheet.  

Alistair Cotterill Professional Tennis Coaching. Group and individual private tennis coaching 

lessons available in Term 2 at school and outside school time. Open to boys and girls, all abilities, 

ages 5 years and up. For further information regarding costs and times etc, phone Alistair on 

5486984, or on 027 348 8029, email tigertennis@yahoo.com.  

Akido classes, want to learn self-defence and 

become more confident? DO AKIDO!!. 

Children’s classes for 5yrs-7yrs on Wednesdays 

and Fridays 4:10-4:40pm, for 8yrs-16yrs on 

Fridays 5pm-6pm. Check out the website www.akidonelson.nz or call Callum on 0210694211.  

Violin and piano lessons for age 3 yrs and up, Katie Dey teaches violin and piano by the Suzuki 

method, music theory and music reading. The Suzuki method is also known as the “mother 

tongue” method and involves learning initially by ear, so is ideal for young children. Both 

individual and group lessons are involved. Katie teaches in Nelson and Motueka. Contact 

katieldey@gmail.com.  
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Awards and Achievements 
 

Room 1 Shi Hagenson for showing empathy towards others. 

Room 2 
Isabelle Hoffman for always striving for success and responding creatively to 
all learning tasks. 

Room 3 
Jackson Slattery for great focus and improved ability towards stretching his 
thinking. 

Room 4 
Blake Sinclair for taking initiative with his learning and completing tasks with 
enthusiasm and effort. 

Room 5 
Amen Lee for her empathetic approach to school life by supporting her 
teacher and peers. 

Room 6 
Lilli Hiatt for excellent attitude and focus to all areas of her learning and for 
adopting great work habits. 

Room 9 
Benjamin Padilla Victorica for continually striving for success and having a 
fantastic attitude towards writing. 

Room 10 
Skye Thomas for her fantastic attitude towards learning and her caring 
nature. 

Room 11 Mikayla Smith for a positive attitude towards all aspects of her learning. 

Room 12 Orla McClements for the fantastic effort she has put into writing and reading. 

Room 13 Olliver Norris for improved attitude towards learning and social interactions. 

Room 14 
Johnny Dawkins for an improved attitude to learning and taking the initiative 
in his learning. 

Room 15 Isla Karsten for her incredible attitude and work ethic. 

Room 16 
Gabe Hughes for using initiative and having a positive attitude towards his 
learning. 

Room 17 
Milla Dahlenburg for always having an outstanding attitude towards 
learning. 

Room 18 
Monique Ashton for excellence in attitude towards learning and leading 
others in shared outcomes. 

Room 19 Sylvie Fletcher for striving for success with cross country and topic.  
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