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Principal’s View 

 

Dear Parents 

Earlier this week I accompanied a group of staff to Auckland to attend a talk from world 

renowned educationalist, Sir Ken Robinson, and to visit a couple of innovative schools. The 

trip was a good chance to reflect on what we do and to compare it to practices elsewhere 

and to hear Sir Ken’s innovative big picture view of education.  

 

Sir Ken shot to fame with his unscripted 2006 TED talk on how schools are killing creativity: 

https://www.ted.com/talks/ken_robinson_says_schools_kill_creativity?utm_campaign=teds

pread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare 

His message is about the need to value all areas of the curriculum and to allow space and 

time for creativity. When we think of creativity we tend to think of art, drama and music but 

Sir Ken reminded us that creativity is something that is vital in all areas of the curriculum. He 

gave a wonderful example in Mathematics. He said when most people look at page of music 

they only see lines and notes, they know it is music, but they don’t translate it into the 

music it represents. However, when a musician looks at a page of music they hear a 

symphony! 

The same can be said in Mathematics when most look at a page of quadratic equations all 

we see is numbers and symbols with little understanding of how they relate. For a 

mathematician they see a “symphony”. They see the processes and relationships.  Coming 

up with these problems requires mathematical knowledge but to apply the processes and 

relationships necessary requires creativity. We tend to think of maths as something that we 

should be able to do at speed and that it is all about the right answer, but a mathematician 

would tell you quite the contrary,  that maths requires creativity and time. 

Allowing students to explore and develop their talents/ strengths while at school is vital. To 

deny them denies them from being the person they are. Our traditional educational systems 

tend to focus on an academic model that is set up for students to work hard and go to 

university. In doing so, many students who have talents and strengths that fall outside this 

academic model are underserved and often are left feeling the system doesn’t fit them. We 

need to ensure that we provide a broad inclusive curriculum which celebrates all student’s 

strengths, talents and cultural beliefs. This is a challenge but I feel it must be our ultimate 

goal. 

Sir Ken Robinson has just released a book for parents called “You, Your Child and School – 

navigating your way to the best education.” It would be well worth a read.   

 

 

Ka Kite 

Don McLean 
Principal  

mailto:office@hampdenstreet.school.nz
https://www.ted.com/talks/ken_robinson_says_schools_kill_creativity?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare
https://www.ted.com/talks/ken_robinson_says_schools_kill_creativity?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare


250 Hampden St, Nelson 7010 Email: office@hampdenstreet.school.nz 
Phone: (03) 548 1825 www.hampdenstreet.school.nz 
 

 

Notices 
 

 
Dog-free Zone 
Just a reminder that Hampden Street School has a policy of no dogs allowed during school 

hours (8am – 3:30pm), this includes puppies. The only exceptions to this are the Paw Prints 

Programme dogs who work in a controlled setting with specialised instructors and a small 

group of children, and any support dogs, eg service dogs. Any questions please contact the 

school office. 

 

Goal Setting Conferences 
We will be holding our ‘Goal Setting Parent Conferences’ on Wednesday 4th April and 

Thursday 5th April. 

These will be what we call ‘Three Way Conferences’ for the Senior and Middle Syndicates. 

We encourage you to bring your child along as we think it is important that they are part of 

our conversations early in the year. The purpose of the conference is to discuss how your 

child has settled into their new class and set goals for the rest of the year. Teachers will have 

some assessment information to share but this will not be the focus of the interview and 

will be provided to assist with the goal setting process.  

For the Junior Syndicate these interviews will be with the parents/caregivers and the 

teachers. Your children are not required to attend. 

Appointments can be made on line at www.schoolinterviews.co.nz. Simply click on the 

bookings tab and enter the school code: sd943. If you are unable to make the booking 

online please call in to the office and they will make it for you.  

To streamline this, SCHOOL CLOSES EARLY (2pm) on THURSDAY 5TH APRIL.   

Interview times are Wednesday 4th April between 3:15-5pm and Thursday 5th April between 

2:10-6:50pm. 

Easter Weekend 
Easter weekend is almost here. Just a 

reminder that school is closed Friday 30th 

March, Monday 2nd April, and Tuesday 3rd 

April. 
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HSS School Stream APP 

We are aiming to make much better use of the School Stream App this year. It’s a great way 

of receiving up to date information and news directly to your phone. Please take the time to 

download the School Stream App. 

 

Out of Zone Vacancies 
Application forms for out of zone vacancies need to be returned to the school office by 

Thursday 29th March. There has been plenty of interest registered so far, but please keep 

reminding family and friends who may be interested. 
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The IDEAS Festival 

There is an event called The IDEAS Festival which is being held on Wednesday 11th April 

2018 at NMIT. If you are interested in enrolling your child, entries open at 6pm this Friday 

and I've been told they will fill fast. There is no expectation that your children go - it is 

entirely up to you. The website is now live at https://www.if.org.nz/ and shows the Primary 

timetable and outlines all the sessions available. 

Registration will open at 6pm this Friday at https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/the-ideas-

festival-primary-tickets-37745392485?aff=es2 

 

The interactive festival of ideas for Years 5-6. Students find Eureka moments through a 

thrilling day of self-selected sessions in science, technology, engineering, arts & maths 

(STEAM). Engaging workshops with hands-on experiences led by enthusiastic experts 

including Weta Workshop, Shark Girl, Neurological Foundation, Otago Science Museum and 

over 40 sessions to choose from. Spaces are strictly limited and will be filled quickly. The 

IDEAS Festival is a not-for-profit event hosted by an Educational Charity at NMIT. 

 

If you register your child then please email me and let me know so I can collate a list of 

students who are attending and Karen Linyard will supervise the children at the event. 

https://www.facebook.com/theIDEASFestival https://www.if.org.nz/ 

 

Many thanks, 

Tarnia Pilcher  

 

HSS Community Co-ordinator 
Last year we established the Community Co-ordinator role to assist our senior management 

team in providing pastoral care and support to our Hampden Street School families, which 

Jade Royds was appointed to. This role was established as we saw the role of providing 

pastoral care and support to our students and their whānau as being a critical factor in 

promoting and supporting our students wellbeing, which is strongly linked to learning. 

Over the last year confidential and discreet support has been provided to families through: 

one-to-one conversations, advocacy, funding applications and referrals to organisations for 

counselling and in-home parenting support.  

If you would like some general support around the wellbeing of yourself and your children, 

or need it for a specific situation please contact Jade via the school office or email 

jade.royds@hampdenstreet.school.nz. 
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Enviro Group Display 
On Monday Mr Ashby and some senior student HSS Enviro Group members headed down to 

the Nelson Public Library to create a display celebrating the 2017 Writers Walk.  

 
 

 

You can check out their display in the 

entrance to the Children’s Library section. 
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From the Syndicates 
 

Junior Syndicate 

 
The junior children had a great hook in to our Animal Kingdom 

topic with a presentation from Nigel Perks. A big thank you to him 

for sharing the adventures that he has had on his Safari trips. The 

children have been really inspired so far in the topic, producing 

some awesome artwork, fabulous writing and have had lots of 

discussions about a variety of animals. 

Check out this great piece of writing about an orangutan in the Rain 

Forest. 

I see lush leaves all around. 

I feel the rain landing like thunder on my leaf. 

I smell tropical flowers from the trees. 

I hear monkeys squealing in the trees. 
 
                                     I wonder if the rain would ever stop. 
 
                                                    by Mahi in Room 11 
 

The children have some fun at Junior Syndicate singing, limbering up with a yoga brain 

break. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember that our Parent Conferences are on Wednesday 4th April and Thursday 5th April.  

 

Kim Anderson, Syndicate Leader 
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Middle Syndicate 
 

What a fantastic Middle Syndicate Swimming 

Sports event we had last Friday. The children did a 

display to demonstrate all of the swimming skills 

that they have learnt and improved on throughout 

the term. They did a float board, freestyle, 

backstroke and breaststroke display. The display 

was followed by competitive races, where children 

earned points for their house. Well done to all the 

children on an amazing morning, it was great to 

see so many children striving for success.  

 

Have a great fortnight, 

Ka kite ano, 

                                                                                                            

                                                                                                             Mandy Cain-Townley, Syndicate Leader 

  

Senior Syndicate 
 
It’s been another busy week or two in the syndicate. 

 

Swimming sports was a fantastic occasion where the students really demonstrated grit and 

a growth mindset. All students should be proud of how they approached the event with a 

great attitude. Many thanks to Tom Marston for his organisation and the team for the 

smooth running of the event. House relays will conclude our swimming season for 2018. You 

are welcome to join us on Friday at 2:15 to cheer your house on. 

 

Children are busy working on a literacy project where they are inspired to use camp as a 

motivation for writing.  We have seen some excellent examples of writing so far and can’t 

wait to share these with you. 
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Some interesting maths was occurring in room 4 the 

other day as they dived deeper into Sea Week 

learning and looked at the role mussels have in 

filtering our water and carried out an experiment to 

see how long mussels take to filter water. It was 

surprising to see just how quickly a mussel in a jar of 

muddy water cleaned it. Room 4 also looked at the 

parts of the mussel, they were amazed to find out 

that the ‘foot’ is actually it’s tongue! They each carried out a presentation on some aspect of 

Seaweek and shared it with others. Room 4 firmly believe we must look after our oceans 

and our oceans will look after us! Its great to see children making connections to maths in 

the real world.   

On Friday 16th March, 27 of our super senior syndicate scientists visited the Science 

Roadshow at Nelson Intermediate. They saw some amazing presentations and were able to 

challenge their thinking by taking part in a number of interactive experiments. Some of their 

thoughts for the day were… 

Bella: They were really fun experiments and I learnt lots. My favourite experiment was the 

tin can amp as I learnt about how sound travels. 

Ella: I thought it was really fun, especially as we got to do things and not just look at them. I 

loved the spinning chair. When I huddled up I went fast and when I spread out I went 

slower. 

Neo: It was a really fun day because they weren’t grumpy old scientists and enjoyed having 

a joke. I really liked the liquid nitrogen experiment as it looked all smoky. It was like being in 

a smoke machine. 

 
Tom and I have been lucky enough to attend a talk with Sir Ken Robinson. We also got to 
visit a couple of schools in Auckland and see how they ran their programmes. It has 
challenged our thinking and we are looking forward to making some changes to the way we 
deliver our programme that encourages self-management skills and more opportunities for 
student led learning. 
 
Have a great week! 

Tarnia Pilcher, Syndicate Leader 
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Coming Events 
 

House Swimming Sports 
23rd March, 

2:15pm–3pm 

Interschool Swimming Sports, HSS pool 
26th March, 

1pm–2:30pm 

150th Anniversary Committee Meeting, staffroom 
27th March, 

5:30pm-6:30pm 

Easter weekend, Good Friday through to and including Easter 
Tuesday, SCHOOL CLOSED 

30th March–3rd April 

PP Day, Interschool Swimming Sports, HSS Pool 4th April, 1pm-2:30pm 

Goal Setting Conferences 4th April, 3:15pm–5:15pm 

Goal Setting Conferences 5th April, 2pm-7pm 

Nelson/Tasman Swimming Champs, ASB Aquatic Centre 8th April, 9am-1pm 

School photos – Senior classes 11th April 

Fundraising Committee Meeting, staffroom 11th April, 5pm-6pm 

Excellence Assembly 
12th April, 

11am – 12pm 

Last day of Term 1 13th April 

Start of Term 2 30th April 
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Community Notices 
 

Bridge Valley April Holiday Camps. During April school holidays here at Bridge Valley 

Adventure Centre, we will be having holiday camps for children aged 8 - 13 years old. 

Our camps are fun and exciting, with adventurous activities such as kayaking, rock 

climbing, archery, shooting and laser tag to make your experience here memorable. This 

camp is ‘Army’ themed, so we are bringing in an opportunity to have a ride in a helicopter 

for $45! 

Register on our website or contact us for more information!  

Ph: (03) 541 8465   Email: holidaycamps@bridgevalley.co.nz 

Natureland’s Keeper Kids Holiday Programme. For online booking of holiday 

programmes, including pricing and programme info visit  www.natureland.nz/, the 

“Natureland Wildlife Trust” website.  

Auditions!!!! Auditions are happening soon for two hilarious 

shows planned for Term 2. Beginners are welcome and there 

are parts for everyone. Sunday 25th March at the Richmond 

Town Hall, from 10am-12pm for 5-9yr olds, 1-5pm for 10-15yr 

olds. Two shows back to back; “Tortoise vs Hare 2:This Time 

it’s Personal”, and “The Kings New Clothes”. Show dates: 30th June and 1st July at the 

Richmond Town Hall. www.liveartsnelson.com, info@liveartsnelson.nz . 

Easter Colouring Competition. Celebrate Easter with Harcourts. Colouring competition 

forms are available from the HSS office, return it to the Harcourts Nelson office at 227 

Hardy St before 4pm on Thursday 29th March and be in the draw to win a $50 Whitcoulls 

voucher. Winners announced on Wednesday 4th April. 

Nelson Youth Theatre Shows. Nelson Youth Theatre is staging THE PHANTOM OF THE 

OPERA and DISNEY'S ALICE IN WONDERLAND JR at the Theatre Royal during April. 

The Phantom of the Opera is on from Sunday 8th to Saturday 21st April, and its themes 

suggest a PG rating, suitable for an older primary and up audience.  

Disney's Alice in Wonderland JR is a one hour family friendly show (similar in nature to 
last year's The Little Mermaid Jr), and plays ONLY MATINEES through the first week of the 
school holidays, from Sunday 15th to Friday 20th April. 
Bookings: 5483840, www.theatreroyalnelson.co.nz . 

Blast’s Family Day Out. Biggest children’s event in the Top of the South; face painting, 

water area, mini amusements, toddler area. Richmond Showgrounds, Lower Queen St, 

Richmond. Friday 30th & Saturday 31st March (PP Day 14th &15th April), 10am-3pm, $2 

per person. info@haveablast.co.nz 

Sport Tasman offers a range of fitness classes at Saxton Stadium and Richmond Town 

Hall. Prices vary for each class with the option to purchase concession cards at a reduced 

price. Many of the classes on offer are child friendly with a play area for your under 5's. 

To find out more about what's on offer check out www.sporttasman.org.nz//facilities, or 

call either Saxton Stadium on 5380072, or Richmond Town Hall on 5443955. 
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Alistair Cotterill Professional Tennis Coaching. Group and individual private tennis 

coaching lessons available in Term 1&2 at school and outside school time. Open to boys 

and girls, all abilities, ages 5 years and up. For further information regarding costs and 

times etc, phone Alistair on 5486984, or on 0273488029, email tigertennisnz@yahoo.com  

Nelson Rugby Club. The Nelson Rugby Football Club still has spots available on their U11 

and U13 teams for the upcoming season which starts on 5th May 2018. Any queries to 

Quentin Harwood 5464749 (wk) or 0273023508. 

Ministry of Inspiration Holiday Programmes. Numerous holiday programmes on offer 

this term. Cooking - Motueka 16-18 April, Art and Engineering – Garin 18-20 April, 

Cooking or RollerCoasters 23-24 April, Magic the Gathering – Garin 26 April, and Robotics 

– Garin26-27 April. For more detailed information please see Eventbrite. Camps run from 

9am-3pm, and all except for Robotics are for ages 6-13yrs (Robotics for 9-13yrs). 

'ARTFUL CREATIONS' competition and show for all ages, organised by the Waimea 

Soroptimist Club. Prize money $500 for the winner in each of 4 sections: Anything Goes 

(all recycled items), Fabulous Fibre (includes wolls, cottons, flax, string etc), Glam It Up 

(glamorous evening fashion to stun), Schools Section (avant garde). Registration of 

interest closes 31st March; Entries due for submission in August; Show will be staged on 

24th August at Hope Community Church Hall. For registration and more information 

email siwaimea@siswp.org . 

On the 27th of March 2018, Nelson College for Girls is hosting a fundraiser event where 
all proceeds go towards the Cancer Society. The Cancer Society is an independent charity 
and 100% community funded organization. They work across every area of cancer. Nelson 
College for Girls are holding an evening of speakers to raise awareness about cancer, and 
also to provide support for those currently experiencing cancer. Our headline speaker for 
the night is Chris Jack, the Nelson Child Cancer Foundation ambassador and former All 
Black. He will be joined by three other speakers; David Wakeling – a mindfulness coach – 
a representative from the Cancer Society and a cancer survivor. 
 Tickets are $20 and can be bought by:  

1. Visiting the NCG finance office, which is located to the right of main reception. 
2. Calling 03 545 9606 between 9 and 3 on school days 
3. Contacting Olivia at olivia.avery@ncg.school.nz to be invoiced. 

We would also like to offer the option to buy 10 tickets for $200 and receive 2 tickets free 
– courtesy of McDonalds Nelson.  It is a great opportunity to hear Chris speak, not just 
about rugby, but also about how to be a high-performance athlete, how to deal with 
pressure and also how to make sure that you have a strong mind-set. The lessons he has 
learned throughout his rugby career transfer onto the field and into life, which is why he 
is such a valuable asset to this night. 

Violin and piano lessons for age 3yrs and up Katie Dey teaches violin and piano by the 

Suzuki method, music theory and music reading. The Suzuki method is also known as the 

“mother tongue” method and involves learning initially by ear, so is ideal for young 

children. Both individual and group lessons are involved. Katie teaches in Nelson and 

Motueka.  Contact katieldey@gmail.com . 
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Awards and Achievements 
 

Room 1 
Samuel Snowsill for amazing progress in confidence and attitude towards 
swimming. 

Room 2 
Asher Thomas for his positive attitude towards his learning and fantastic 
role-modelling. 

Room 3 
Lucas Ball for an incredible start to the year, a great attitude towards 
learning and showing empathy towards others. 

Room 4 
Kayla Barnes for showing real engagement in her learning and taking the 
initiative to complete work. 

Room 5 
Gerome Allen for a positive attitude to learning and showing great leadership 
qualities. 

Room 6 
Luca Hippolite for an outstanding attitude to camp, supporting others and 
taking the initiative in everything he does. 

Room 7 Ty Fitzgerald for amazing creativity and being kind to others. 

Room 9 Esme Schaper for being a great role model and always striving for success. 

Room 10 Logan Watson for an excellent effort in maths. 

Room 11 Maggie Royds for working collaboratively on fantastic writing with a buddy. 

Room 12 
Aoife McClements for her great attitude and always striving for success with 
new tasks. 

Room 13 Jasmine Walker for striving for success and always showing empathy. 

Room 14 
Ella Cuff for a brilliant attitude towards learning and collaborating with her 
peers. 

Room 15 Chelsy Anderson for her willingness to go the extra mile to help others out. 

Room 16 
Jadey Baxter for striving for success and having a positive can-do attitude 
towards her learning. 

Room 17 
Ayla Hawkins-Murray for using her growth mind-set to take risks and try new 
things. 

Room 18 Jasmine Morrison for having an outstanding attitude towards learning. 

Room 19 Lyon Bosch for showing a growth mindset during swimming and writing. 
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