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Principal’s View 

 

Kia Ora Parents 
 
I was thrilled to see the smiling faces of the children from Room 1 arriving back from camp 
on Friday. Their return spelt the end of our senior camp programme. It was great to able to 
report to the Board that we had six very successful camps without incident or injury. No 
cyclones this year and thanks to a bit of rain (that Nelson didn’t get) all the tracks and 
facilities stayed open.  
 
Camps are such an important part of the student's education. There are so many aspects of 
camp that are important to student’s development. The variety of outdoor activities put 
students out of their comfort zone, allowing them to take managed risks, and build 
resilience. They do this in a setting with their classmates and their teacher, which helps 
build collaboration and a class team environment. We deliberately choose two outdoors 
based camps in unique natural environments. This helps students get an appreciation of 
what our region offers and the importance of protecting our natural environment. In their 
busy lives, it is great for the children to have a chance to stop and just take in how beautiful 
these special places are.  
 
For many children school camp has many “first times.” The first time sailing, kayaking, or 
tramping. For some, it is the first time they stay away from home without mum or dad for 
longer than a night. That can be the most daunting part of the camp for both the child and 
their parents.  
 
If our aim at Hampden Street School is to develop well-rounded children then school camps 
will always be an important part of the curriculum. If you think back on your own 
experiences at school it is often the school camps that stand out. The day we decide that 
camps are too hard or the “fun police” decide they are too risky is the day I walk out the 
door.  
 
Huge thanks to Tarnia and her Senior Syndicate team for their hard work planning and 
running these camps. Also a special thanks to Helen and Tracey for their fantastic 
organisation of the food for camp and to all the parents who gave up their time to help out 
either as a camp helper, with transport to Mistletoe Bay or helping with preparing food.  
 
Nga Mihi Nui 
 

Don McLean 
Principal  
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Notices 
 

 
Paid Union Meeting 
As you will be aware, the NZEI, the Primary Teachers Union, is in negotiations with the 
Government for the development of a new Teachers Collective Contract. As part of this 
process, NZEI has announced a series of Paid Union Meetings across the country to discuss 
the progress of the negotiations and gauge members view on the government’s offer. For 
Hampden Street, this meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 20th March at 1.30pm. We 
therefore ask that children go home at 12.20pm to allow the teachers to exercise their right 
to attend this meeting. Unfortunately, we don’t have enough staff for business to continue 
as usual, however, we will have a skeleton staff made up of the senior leadership and  
support staff who will be available to supervise students whose parents are unable to make 
alternative arrangements. If you find yourself in this category and can’t find suitable 
childcare for the afternoon, can you please let your child’s teacher know prior to the 20th. 
This will help us to organise the staff we have available.   
 
We are very sorry for any inconvenience this meeting will cause but, like the strikes, this is 
totally out our hands.  

 

Invoices This Year 
We have now sent out most of the start of year invoices, we will be sending out family 

donation invoices soon.  

 

We are sorry that some people received invoices multiple times and received them later 

than the date to pay. We will try and ensure this doesn’t happen next year.  

 

We understand it is a difficult and expensive time of the year, thank you those of you who 

have paid promptly. The office has been very busy processing these payments. There can be 

a delay in any payment being recorded in the accounts as reconciling payments must be 

done manually. This can take some time depending on how busy we are, thank you for your 

patience.  

 
Music reminder invoices have also been sent out this week. For those of you who have not 

set up an automatic payment, these music invoices were to be paid in full by 20th February 

2019 and they are now overdue. If they are not paid by Friday 15th March 2019, your child 

will be withdrawn from music. We realise that the beginning of the year is a very expensive 

time, but the school does not contribute to the music lessons. As they 

are an extra-curricular activity we rely on all of the parents to pay 

their child’s music fees. The future of the programme would be in 

jeopardy if we continued to run it at a loss, as we did in 2018.  
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Star Achiever Awards 
A Star Achiever is a special award and typifies the school’s “Reach for the Stars” motto. 

These awards are presented at full school assemblies. We set out a specific selection criteria 

for these awards as follows: 

- Rep team placement – regional or national 

- Australian Exam – distinction and high distinction 

- Music/Ballet/Speech/Dance – distinction or equivalent 

- Inter-school Sport – high achievement 

- Technology Challenge – placement 

- Middle and Senior Cross Country – 1st in sections 

- Science Fair Inter-school – level of high achievement 

- Regional/National recognition for achievement – competitions etc 

- Local/National environmental awards 

- Unprovoked act of kindness which deserves wider recognition 

If you would like your child considered for a Star Achiever please contact Diane Webb via 

email; dianewebb@hampdenstreet.school.nz outlining your child’s achievement. 

 

School Photo Orders 
Order form envelopes have been handed out to all the children over the last week. If you 

would like to place an order, please return the envelope to the school 

office by Monday 11th March. The order envelope gives an option to 

pay by cash or cheque (placed in the envelope), or online directly to 

Heritage Photos. As we collect the money on behalf of Heritage 

Photos we are not taking EFTPOS payments for these.  

 

Zero Waste For Schools 
Nelson Enviroschools and Waste No More – Zero Waste Nelson 

Whakatū are teaming up to run zero waste events across the Top 

of the South. One of our HSS parents Sophie Best is planning to 

attend the upcoming hui and would love to recruit a team of 2-3 

more parent volunteers to go along to support HSS in reducing our 

waste footprint at fundraising events. A case study of a journey 

towards zero waste will be shared by Melanie Beckett – Clifton Terrace 

School Enviroschools lead teacher, at the hui on 18th March, 12:30pm 

to 2:30pm, at Founders Park. This is a free event for those connected to 

a Nelson Enviro school. To register please email Heather Graham on 

nelsonenviroschools@gmail.com or see Mr Ashby in Room 14 for more 

information.  
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Sports Update 
This week our new Sports Coordinator Stacey Gribble is away at hockey 

nationals competing alongside Deputy Principal Diane Webb in the Nelson 

women’s team. They are into the finals, so will be heading home with a medal!  

 

Sports Leader Tom Marston has been making sure the sports teams are ticking along, Rippa 

Rugby starts tomorrow, Friday 8th March. Tops have been issued and are upstairs by the 

sports cupboard ready for collection.  

 

Mr Marston is keeping a close eye on the 

swimming pool with the current water 

shortages. At this stage all HSS 

scheduled swimming events are still 

going ahead. In terms of inter-school and 

regional events though, watch this 

space. Some local schools who usually 

attend our inter-school event have had 

to close their pools early and the annual regional primary schools swim event at the ASB 

Aquatic Centre has been cancelled this year.   
 

A special HSS shout out this week to 

two HSS legends in the pool. Maicah 

and Lono recently competed in the 

Nelson Marlborough Long Course 

Swimming Championships at Nayland 

Pool. Maicah swam up an age level, into 

the 9yr and up group. He won four gold 

medals and two silver medals and was 

just a few points of winning the overall 

trophy, an amazing effort against boys 

much bigger and older than him. Lono 

won the 10yr trophy after winning eight 

gold medals!!!! Lono has since 

competed in the National Junior 

Swimming Festival in Wellington. 

Incredible achievements by both boys.  
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From the Syndicates 
 

Junior Syndicate 
The first few weeks have just flown by! In the Juniors we have been busy getting our ‘Life 
Before Dinosaurs’ topic underway. We have started our topic workshops and have been 
learning all about endangered animals, Permian monsters, dinosaur bones, habitats and 
creating our own animals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Room 11 has been busy producing some 
collaborative art by working together to create a  
new animal that combines different animal 
features.  
 
Rooms 12 and 13 have also been busy exploring 
during Play-Based Learning.  

 
 
 

Room 9 made pancakes on Tuesday to celebrate Pancake Day (Shrove Tuesday).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Savanna Adams Syndicate Leader 
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Middle Syndicate 
What a wonderful fortnight we have had in the Middle Syndicate. We have been swimming, 
playing hockey, participating in STEM block, arts rotation and even a trip to the Suter Art 
Gallery. 
 
Now that we have settled into the groove of learning, we thought it was a good chance to 
catch up with some new Year 3 children and see what they had to say about starting in the 
Middle Syndicate in 2019. 
 
It is a little bit scary because when I was in the Juniors I was more used 
to being in that type of learning and now I am in another level of 
learning. I feel that it is really good to get better at all of these things. I 
am enjoying how many people are here and its better because I know 
lots of people. I like the new space because it feels more open instead 
of one little class. We can go into a hub and we can go into other 
classes, it makes it better for me. 
Ty - Room 19 

The thing I like about the Middle Syndicate is the hub because our 
teacher lets us go out and work in there all the time. It is a bit different 
because we are allowed to play on the Middle Syndicate playground. 
We have chromebooks and I get to make choices in my learning. It is 
great. 
Esme - Room 17 
 
It has been fun, a lot of things have changed. 

I like how we can go on computers and we get 
harder challenges. I like making clay models and I like the new 
people. I like the big classroom and hub.  
Edwin - Room 18 
 
 

Davis Learning Strategies is a 
programme that all of the Middle 
Syndicate classes are involved in. 
Below you will find some useful 
information about it and you can 
read more information on the link 
at the bottom of the next page.  

What Are Davis Learning Strategies? 

The Davis Learning Strategies® Workshop represents six-eight years of working with Davis 
Methods in the classroom.  It was developed to give Year 1-4 classroom teachers unique 
strategies to give their students life-long skills in how to learn and provide effective reading 
instruction. 

The programme begins with learning the Davis Focusing Strategies®. These strategies 
provide children with the self-directed ability to be physically and mentally focused on the 
learning task at hand. 
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Through Davis Symbol Mastery®, students can master the alphabet, punctuation marks and 
basic sight words with a simple, easy, fun alternative to pencil-paper activities and drill 
exercises. 
Davis Reading Strategies® provide a method for instructing students in whole word 
recognition and comprehension.  This reading method can be used alone or as a supplement 
to a phonics reading programme. 
Davis Learning Strategies® are an effective and efficient way to provide the student with 
necessary reading skills and to develop the beginning reader into an accomplished reader by 
the end of Year 4. They have been found to benefit all students, no matter what their 
learning style or reading level. Teachers have found that strong readers become stronger in 
language and grammar skills and weaker readers begin to read effortlessly.  With all these 
skills, the student should be well prepared for not only a successful first four years of 
schooling, but also for a lifetime of learning. 
Davis Learning Strategies® in New Zealand Primary Schools___________________________ 
New Zealand teachers and school leaders are discovering the benefits of incorporating Davis 
Learning Strategies® into their classrooms. 

• Ready to Learn – DLS have provided teachers with easy to use focusing methods that 
enable all children to access teaching while becoming self-regulated learners – 
regardless of gender, ethnicity or socio-economic background. 

• New Zealand Curriculum – DLS theory and principles link with the NZ Curriculum 
vision of “Young people who will be confident, connected, actively involved, lifelong 
learners” (New Zealand Curriculum, 2007: p.7-8) 

• Key Competencies – DLS are strongly reflected in the New Zealand Curriculum’s Key 
Competencies of: Thinking, Managing Self and Using Language Symbols and Texts 
(New Zealand Curriculum, 2007: p.12) 

• Mindfulness/Neuroscience Research – DLS provides a way for students to eliminate 
the stress and anxiety associated with learning. 

• The 7 Principles of Learning – DLS reflect these principles by putting learners at the 
center, building resilience, meeting their emotional needs and learning differences. 
DLS build horizontal connections across learning areas and the wider world (Nature 
of Learning, EOCD). 

• Student Achievement – Schools that have implemented DLS throughout classrooms 
have seen accelerated learning in reading, not only for “target” students, but 
benefits for ALL students. 

• Classroom and Playground Management – Davis Learning Focus Strategies℠ have 
had a positive impact on student behaviour both within the classroom and 
playground environments.  

(Taken from Davis Learning Strategies workshop brochure) 
 
More information can be seen at www.davislearn.com/  
 
Have a great fortnight, 

 

                                                                                                       Mandy Cain-Townley Syndicate Leader 
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Senior Syndicate 
Kia ora whanau 
 
We hope you've all had a wonderful couple of weeks. It has been an awesome time for the 
senior teachers getting all the camps through and building strong relationships with the 
students. A huge thanks to the senior team and their supporting teachers for all their efforts 
in ensuring your children were happy and safe. 
 
Next Tuesday our Senior Swimming Sports will take place with races beginning just after 
1pm. We do encourage 100% participation by having non-competitive races followed by 
competitive races.  If you are able to help on the day, please email myself or Tom Marston 
as we will need parents to help time the races. 
 
Our topic for the rest of this term is a focus on sustainability in the sea.  If you are an expert 
and would be able to share your passion with us, please get in touch with your classroom 
teacher. 
 

 
Room 3 
studying 
Estuary Health 
on a Learnz trip 
with the 
Cawthron 
Institute and 
NIWA scientists.  
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We are also looking for some parents to help run a teaching session during our STEAM Day 
on Wednesday 10th April.  Workshops are based on science, technology, engineering, arts 
and mathematics.  If you are available to work with a small group of children in the morning 
or afternoon to explore one of these areas we would love to hear from 
you.  Emailtarnia.pilcher@hampdenstreet.school.nz or karen@hss.school.nz if you are able 
to help. 
 
I'll leave you with these wonderful examples of writing from the seniors... 
 
The Burma Trail 
I stumble along the dirt track as we travel to the start. Screams from the distance flood my 
ears. Darkness. It swells around me like a wave crashing down. We stand there, not saying a 
word. 
 
The twisted coils of rope clung to my hands. Anxiety overpowers my excitement. “Hold on 
to the rope and don’t let go!” Barks an adult from the darkness. With confusion, I follow 
what the voice says. Rocks hit the ground as the earth crumbles beneath my shoes. I keep 
going. Just before we get to the end of the rope a disgusting feeling slithers across my 
hands. What I thought was filthy slime I would later learn was shaving cream that some of 
the parents had put on the rope to traumatise us further.  
 
Eventually, we reach the end. A light beams in my eyes, illuminating the night. Little 
shimmers light up the rocks. A distant shout calls us to come in. It is over. 
 
By Hunter - Room 4 
 
The Drop Bears Attack! 
Scuttling across the treetops, spying our every 
move planning for nightfall. The moon shone, 
silhouetting him in the night sky. 
“Drop bear! Scatter!” 
Everyone zoomed to their huts as 5 bears slid 
down the trees. 
“Charge!”  
 
By Charlie - Room 3 
                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

                                                                                                            Tarnia Pilcher Syndicate Leader 
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Coming Events 
 

Senior Swimming Sports  
12 March,   

1:00pm-3:00pm  

Middle Swimming Sports  
14 March,   

10:50am-12:20pm  

Postponement Day, Senior Swimming Sports  
14 March,   

1:00pm-3:00pm  

Postponement Day, Middle Swimming Sports  
15 March,   

10:50am-12:20pm  

House Swimming Relay  
15 March,   

1:15pm-2:00pm  

School Assembly 
15 March,   

2:15pm-3:00pm  

Interschool Swimming Sports, HSS Pool  
19 March,   

1:00pm-3:00pm  

NZEI Principals and Teachers Strike, school closing at 12:20pm 20 March 

Postponement Day, Interschool Swimming Sports  
21 March,   

1:00pm-3:00pm  

School Assembly  
29 March,  

2:15pm-3:00pm  

Goal Setting with Whānau  3 April, 2:00pm-7:00pm  

Goal Setting with Whānau  4 April, 3:15pm-5:15pm  

Senior STEM Day  10 April 

Excellence Awards Assemblies 11 April 

Last day of Term 1  12 April 

Start of Term 2 29 April 
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Community Notices 
 

Communicate Confidently, Speech and Drama/Public Speaking. Classes are for all ages and 

abilities. Speech and drama/public speaking classes help you to; be the best communicator you 

can be, gain confidence, gain self-belief, gain the courage to speak in class and at assemblies, to 

have fun while learning and to develop creativity. Students are able to sit either Speech NZ or 

Trinity exams if they wish. Contact Karen Austin (M Ed, FTCL, LSB Public Speaking, Dip Professional 

Speaking, Accredited Examiner Speech NZ, Adv Dip Tchg) 0277125977.   

Maths Tuition. Extra help with maths, private or small group lessons with an experienced 

NZ primary teacher. Making maths fun and easy through games, drawing and using materials 

(no screens). Read reviews and details; https://www.facebook.com/Maths-Spies-

183821622255647/ Contact Karen on 021 216 3396, primarytutornz@gmail.com .  

Alistair Cotterill Professional Tennis Coaching. Group and individual private tennis 

coaching lessons available at school and outside school time. Open to boys and girls, all abilities, 

ages 5 years and up. For further information regarding costs and times etc, phone Alistair on 

5486984, or on 0273488029, email tigertennisnz@yahoo.com .  

Nelson Netball Coaches Club. Nelson Netball are running an informal Coaches Club for the 2019 

season. Tuesday 26th March, 7pm at the Saxton Netball Pavilion. Coaches of all levels are 

welcome. Meet other coaches in our community, share ideas and find out what’s on offer from 

Nelson Netball in 2019. It will be an opportunity to connect with other coaches over nibbles and 

beverages (all provided).   

Akido Nelson. Want to learn self-defence and become more confident? Do AKIDO, a Japanese 

Martial Art. Children’s classes from 5-7 years; Wed & Fri 4pm–4:45pm, 8-16 years; Wed & 

Fri 5pm-6pm. Check out our Facebook www.akidonelson.nz or call Callum 021 069 4211.   

Goju-Ryu Karate. Children’s class; grows emotional intelligence, builds self-confidence, develops 

mana and a cultural respect, makes children comfortable with their own bodies and personal 

safety zone, improves situational awareness and lateral thinking, improves physical and mental 

fitness, helps them recognise threat and prevent danger, helps identify a future focus.  

Wednesday 5-6pm at the Enner Glynn Scout Hall, Tuckett Street, Nelson. For enquiries phone: 

Paul 0276861963.  

Nelson Rhythmic Gymnastics Club. For ages 4 years and up. Mondays at Richmond Badminton 

Hall, Tuesdays at Wakefield Hall, and Wednesdays at Hampden Street School Hall. For enquiries or 

to register for classes please email info.nelsonrgclub@gmail.com .  

Empire Dance Company. Offering dance tuition in Jazz, Tap, Ballet, Hip Hop, Contemporary, 
Musical Theatre, Stretch and Conditioning and Acro. Offering after school tuition in the Richmond 
area at our brand new studios at 2/36b Beach Road Richmond. Do one discipline or all of them. 
Come and be apart of the Empire Dance Company Family. Learn in a safe and fun environment 
with experienced and qualified tutors. We are a dedicated to bringing the most leading and 
cutting edge tuition to our students. More information can be found on our website 
www.empiredancecompany.org . 
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Save the date!!! INSPIRE 2019: 5-6 September at Nayland College 
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Awards and Achievements 
 

Room 1 No award this week due to camp. 

Room 2 
Cameron Ross for a fantastic start to the year and becoming a positive leader 
in Room 2. 

Room 3 Aedan Bruce for an outstanding start to 2019, taking risks and aiming high. 

Room 4 Lono Kalani for wonderful focus and effort in all his learning tasks. 

Room 5 Nathan Ly for beginning the year by striving for success in all areas.  

Room 6 
Sam Ibbotson for an outstanding attitude, perseverance and showing 
empathy throughout camp.  

Room 7 Thay Mo for her focus and the effort she always shows towards her learning. 

Room 9 
Tara Proctor for being such a good role model and showing others how to 
take the initiative. 

Room 10 Maddox Allen for his enthusiastic attitude towards learning. 

Room 11 Liliana Stroud for her fantastic ‘can do’ attitude towards learning. 

Room 12 Zoe Jennings for having a ‘can do’ attitude towards learning new things.  

Room 13 Aliya Thomas for always striving for success and having an amazing attitude. 

Room 14 
Benjamin Jennings for managing himself, working hard and being an 
enthusiastic learner; a great role model for Room 14.  

Room 15 
Hugo Fraser for a fantastic start to the year. Thanks from Mr Shelley for your 
hard work and creativity! 

Room 16 Annabel Best for a positive outlook and always striving for success. 

Room 17 Meh Mo for showing initiative and getting involved. 

Room 18 
Samson Hardwick for excellence in attitude towards swimming skills and 
outstanding improvement. 

Room 19 James Gebbe Vass for a positive change in behaviour and attitude. 

Room 20 Aaliyah Gear for taking pride in everything she does. 
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