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Principal’s View 

 

Dear Parents 

As you are probably aware the last couple of weeks have been pretty stressful for the 
McLean family. Like many residents in the Wakefield area, we have had a couple of fairly 
scary nights where our sky was lit up by the glow of fires nearby and then a week where we 
were evacuated twice, once from our home in Pigeon Valley and once from my mother's 
place in Wakefield. As stressful as it was the overwhelming thing that struck me was how a 
major event like this brings the community together and brings the best out of people. As I 
attended a number of the community meetings, there was always “that guy” who felt his 
needs were so much more important than anyone else’s but generally people were positive 
despite the situation and were very appreciative of what was being done to protect people 
and property. Katrina and I were overwhelmed at the support we received from friends, 
families, colleagues, and members of the Nelson community in general. People’s willingness 
to give at a time of crisis was amazing. The huge amount of food donated by families at HSS 
was a great example of this. 
 
I have to say that Tasman Mayor, Richard Kempthorne, led by example, his approach was 
always caring and empathic.  I felt he always put the needs of the people first and at a time 
when his own family was dealing with the uncertainty of being evacuated.   
 
I couldn’t help but think there were some wonderful lessons for our children on the 
importance of community and for looking out for one another. Our society tends to 
promote a culture of winners and losers and that you have to put yourself first so it was 
heartening to see that generally when the going got tough people were able to put this 
aside and reach out to others. We saw this during the Christchurch Earthquake, with the 
Student Army giving so much to help quake victims. It was interesting hearing Student Army 
founder, Sam Johnson, commenting that he believes that this empathy for people in crisis is 
a hallmark of the Millennial Generation.  
 
With this in mind it does make you feel positive about our future generation. As parents, it 
is our role to ensure that children do value community and understand the importance of 
thinking about others. It may sound cliche, but as a school we do talk to the children often 
about caring for each other and being nice. By taking a “broken record” approach to this I 
think children start to use these terms themselves and along with this, their own actions 
follow suit.  
 
A huge thanks to all the parents who sent me an email, texts or just pop their heads in my 
door to check on my family and myself. It was greatly appreciated! 
 

Ka Kite 

Don McLean 
Principal  
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Notices 
 

 
Bikes and Scooters in School 
It’s great that we have so many students biking and scootering to 

Hampden Street School. However, we do ask that once they get to the 

school gate the students then walk their bike or scooter onto the school 

grounds, and vice versa for the end of the day. With so many students 

on the school grounds there are often near misses, and very recently a 

child was hit on the court. PLEASE NO BIKING OR SCOOTERING DURING 

SCHOOL HOURS ON SCHOOL PROPERTY.  

 

Dogs in School 
We ask that dogs are tied at the entrance gates, not brought into the 

school, no matter how well behaved or trained they are. This is for the 

safety of our students.  

 

  

Invoices from the Office 
Invoices have started going out for activity fees and photocopying levies across all year 

groups, swimming lessons for Middle and Senior Syndicates and music lessons and sports 

team costs for students involved in those. Sometimes there is an overlap between the 

invoices going out and the reconciliation of our cash and EFTPOS payments. If you feel you 

have been billed for an item that you have already paid for, email us on 

office@hampdenstreet.school.nz and we will follow that up for you. We are very happy for 

families to set up payment plans for student’s costs.  

School donation invoices will be sent out in the next few weeks, this is for the voluntary 

donation that forms part of our operational funding. Although we greatly appreciate 

receiving the school donation, it is fine if your financial circumstances prevent you from 

paying it.  

 

HSS T-Shirts 
A lot of tops have been issued this week for sports teams. 

Please only let your child wear them for their game, not at 

other times during the week. There is the option to buy one 

at a cost of $43.00 through the school office, and then get it 

printed with your child’s name at an additional cost.  

Purchased tops can be worn at any time, they are 

distinguished by an embroidered star on the sleeve.  
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Sports Update 
Most of our summer sports are starting this week with the exception of 3x3 Basketball 

which began last week and Rippa Rugby that starts in March. Just a few reminders from our 

Sports Team, Tom Marston and Stacey Gribble;  

Listen to the daily notices, there are reminders in them for when to collect playing tops and 

when practices are on. 

Check the sports notice board located between Rooms 1 and 2 for team lists and weekly 

draws. 

If you are playing multiple sports, use 

the same top for all.  

Please arrive at games a good ten 

minutes before the start time.  

Have the right playing shirt (issued 

from school), footwear, and for 

basketball – a mouthguard. 

If you are going to be absent let your 

coach/team manager know with as 

much notice as possible. 

Don’t forget that the teams are out 

there because of our fantastic bunch 

of parents who are volunteering their time.  

 

Notices will be out later this week for the Sam Dempster before school basketball 

programme. This is for Year 4,5 and 6 children, at a cost of $40 for a six week programme, 

running weeks 5-10 of Term 1. Spaces are very limited.  

 

Fire Fighting Donations 
A huge thank you to everyone who dropped donations in over recent weeks for the Pigeon 

Valley Fire firefighters and evacuated families. We were overwhelmed by the generosity of 

the school families and wider community. A special thank you to Cat, one of our fabulous 

school parents who liased with the volunteer group and coordinated the pick-up and 

delivery of all the items every day.   
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From the Syndicates 
 

Junior Syndicate 
What a busy start to the term we have had! We were lucky enough to have the Wakatu 

Cricket Club come in and take us for lessons on batting and bowling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have hit the ground running with swimming and play-based learning as well as getting to 

know our new classrooms, teachers and classmates. This term we are looking forward to our 

Nelson Museum visits in week 5 which will kick off our topic ‘Life Before Dinosaurs’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Savanna Adams Syndicate Leader 
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Middle Syndicate 

Middle Syndicate Star of the Week recipients 

What an awesome start to the school year it has been. It has become obvious to us that 
keeping children for a second year has ensured a smooth transition to learning in 2019. The 
children have settled well and are showing great decision making and self-management 
skills.  

Room 17, Davis Learning Dial 
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We have already been involved in swimming 
and cricket lessons, and we look forward to 
hockey lessons later in the term. To see 
updates, please visit your child’s classroom 
site or seesaw account for updates from 
school. In Term 1 we are looking at the topic 
of Tūrangawaewae, this is all about places 
where we feel empowered and connected. 
We are also venturing down to the Suter Art 
Gallery as part of this topic where we will be 
looking at painting portraits. 

 
We welcome you all to come in and visit 
your child's classroom at any time.  
 
Have a great fortnight, 
 
Ka kite ano, 

 

Mandy Cain-Townley Syndicate Leader 
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Senior Syndicate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It's been a busy start to the year in the Senior Syndicate!  We've just about completed four 
of our six camps and what a way to start the year!  We say that relationships are key to any 
learning achievement in the class and camp is definitely an opportunity for developing 
strong connections between students and with teachers.  A huge thanks to the parents who 
came in during the holidays to cook some of the camp dinners and also to Helen Kersten 
and Tracy Rowberry for organising camp food in such an efficient way.  Another 
appreciation shout out goes to all the parent helpers at camp who work hard to support 
teachers and students on camp.  It is definitely no holiday! 
 
Other 
opportunities 
that classes 
have had 
already are: 
swimming 
lessons, a 
cricket 
session and 
they have 
started their 
four 
sessions 
with Hockey  
In Schools.   
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@hampdenstreet.school.nz


250 Hampden St, Nelson 7010 Email: office@hampdenstreet.school.nz 
Phone: (03) 548 1825 www.hampdenstreet.school.nz 
 

 

 
We really encourage 
students in the 
seniors to put their 
hand up for any 
opportunity. Shortly 
we will be looking for 
new HSS House 
Leaders and class 
representatives on 
the HSS Student 
Council.  Talk to your 
child about this 
chance and maybe 
brainstorm some 
ideas for their 
speech. It would be 
great to see kids 
showing initiative by 
writing speeches at 
home - but please no 
lollies or bribery! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Please continue to support our swimming programme by 
ensuring your child has their togs every day. If your child 
cannot swim for some reason, then provide a note or email 
to the teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 

     Tarnia Pilcher Syndicate Leader 
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Coming Events 
 

Room 6 Camp 25-28 February 

Room 1 Camp 26 February – 1 March 

New Entrant Parent Information Meeting, staffroom 
27 February, 

9:00am-10:30am 

HSS Fundraising Committee Meeting, staffroom 
27 February, 

5:30pm-6:30pm 

School Assembly 
1 March,  

2:15pm – 3:00pm 

Senior Swimming Sports 
12 March,  

1:00pm-3:00pm 

Middle Swimming Sports 
14 March,  

10:50am-12:20pm 

Postponement Day, Senior Swimming Sports 
14 March,  

1:00pm-3:00pm 

Postponement Day, Middle Swimming Sports 
15 March,  

10:50am-12:20pm 

House Swimming Relay 
15 March,  

1:15pm-2:00pm 

School Assembly 
15 March,  

2:15pm-3:00pm 

Interschool Swimming Sports, HSS Pool 
19 March, 

 1:00pm-3:00pm 

Postponement Day, Interschool Swimming Sports 
21 March,  

1:00pm-3:00pm 

School Assembly 29 March, 
2:15pm-3:00pm 

Goal Setting with Whānau 3 April, 2:00pm-7:00pm 

Goal Setting with Whānau 4 April, 3:15pm-5:15pm 

Primary School Swim Champs, ASB Aquatic Centre 7 April, 9:00am-1:00pm 

Senior STEM Day 10 April 

Excellence Awards Assemblies 11 April 

Last day of Term 1 12 April 

Start of Term 2 29 April 
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Community Notices 
 

Communicate Confidently, Speech and Drama/Public Speaking. Classes are for all ages 

and abilities. Speech and drama/public speaking classes help you to; be the best 

communicator you can be, gain confidence, gain self-belief, gain the courage to speak in 

class and at assemblies, to have fun while learning and to develop creativity. Students are 

able to sit either Speech NZ or Trinity exams if they wish. Contact Karen Austin (M Ed, 

FTCL, LSB Public Speaking, Dip Professional Speaking, Accredited Examiner Speech NZ, Adv 

Dip Tchg) 0277125977.  

Maths Tuition. Extra help with maths, private or small group lessons with an experienced 
NZ primary teacher. Making maths fun and easy through games, drawing and using 
materials (no screens). Read reviews and details; https://www.facebook.com/Maths-Spies-

183821622255647/ Contact Karen on 021 216 3396, primarytutornz@gmail.com . 

Alistair Cotterill Professional Tennis Coaching. Group and individual private tennis 
coaching lessons available at school and outside school time. Open to boys 
and girls, all abilities, ages 5 years and up. For further information regarding 
costs and times etc, phone Alistair on 5486984, or on 0273488029, email 
tigertennisnz@yahoo.com . 

Nelson Netball Coaches Club. Nelson Netball are running an informal Coaches Club for 

the 2019 season. Tuesday 26th March, 7pm at the Saxton Netball Pavilion. Coaches of all 

levels are welcome. Meet other coaches in our community, share ideas and find out 

what’s on offer from Nelson Netball in 2019. It will be an opportunity to connect with 

other coaches over nibbles and beverages (all provided).  

Nelson Rugby Club. Junior registration for the Nelson Rugby Football 

Club is on Saturday 2 March at the clubrooms from 9am to 3pm. 

Playing shorts, socks and training tees will be available for purchase. 

Any queries to Quentin Harwood 546 4749 (wk) 0r 027 302 3508 . 

Race Unity Day. Race Unity Day is on Sunday 17 March at 

Victory Square. Come rain or shine, let’s celebrate cultural 

diversity. Each year people are inspired to display and 

share their cultural heritage in the form of art, 

performance and food.  

Akido Nelson. Want to learn self-defence and become more confident? Do AKIDO, a 

Japanese Martial Art. Children’s classes from 5-7 years; Wed & Fri 4pm–4:45pm, 8-16 

years; Wed & Fri 5pm-6pm. Check out our Facebook www.akidonelson.nz or call Callum 

021 069 4211.  

Nelson Rhythmic Gymnastics Club. For ages 4 years and up. Mondays at Richmond 

Badminton Hall, Tuesdays at Wakefield Hall, and Wednesdays at 

Hampden Street School Hall. For enquiries or to register for classes 

please email info.nelsonrgclub@gmail.com . 
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Some more images from the Senior Syndicate 

camps…… 
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