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Principal’s View 

 

Kia Ora Parents 

The reason why the Government saw the concept of the Community of Learning (CoL) as 
beneficial was because it wanted schools to develop a seamless pathway for their students 
through their schooling. For this to happen, schools need to have a shared philosophy on 
teaching and learning, this philosophy needs to be based on what is recognised as best 
practice, within New Zealand and internationally.  
 
With this in mind, we were pleased to see that Nelson Intermediate School (NIS) has 
decided to stop running separate extension classes. International research shows that this 
type of class has a negative effect on all students. For the students who didn’t make the 
class, it sends the wrong message about what being “gifted” means and can seriously affect 
students’ self-esteem and mindset. Mindset is also a factor for students in extension and 
GATE (Gifted and Talented Education) classes. By lifting these students onto a pedestal they 
often develop quite a fixed mindset around their ability and may experience self-doubt and 
feelings of failure when they are faced with a problem that is difficult and outside of the 
box. New Zealander, Professor John Hatties, has done internationally recognised research 
into the things that affect student’s learning. In his research, anything that has above a 0.4 
effect size was seen as having a worthwhile positive effect on learning. Ability grouping of 
gifted children only had a 0.3 effect size, whereas reciprocal teaching where students of 
mixed ability work together to solve problems has a 0.78 effect size.   
 
There is no doubt that having students from the extension classes back in all classes will lift 
the ceiling of achievement for all students. Class teachers and schools should be providing 
programmes that stretch all students and allow students to identify their strengths and 
talents. At Hampden Street School (HSS) programmes such as our STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths) programmes, Passion Projects, Genius and Junius 
Hours, Project-Based Learning and even the new entrant Play-Based Learning are all 
designed to have a low floor and high ceiling. These programmes are very engaging and all 
students can easily be extended.  
 
Giftedness is not an easy thing to assess and certainly how children are doing in maths and 
writing assessed through standardised tests is not an accurate measure at all. Children can 
be gifted in so many different areas; from critical thinking to mathematics, to the arts, to 
physical skills and game sense. Research now tells us that the extension class structure is 
not suited to the needs of our students.   
 
At HSS staff are thrilled to see the Board of Trustees and the new Principal at NIS making 
this bold step and we look forward to seeing our students flourishing in their mainstream 
classes.  
 

Nga Mihi Nui 
 

Don McLean 
Principal  
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Notices 
 

 
Cans for Good  
 

Thanks to all those who brought in cans for our recent ‘Cans for 
Good’ fundraiser. In all, we brought in 247 cans to donate to the 
Salvation Army to top up their foodbanks before Christmas.  

 

Daffodil Day 
On Friday 30th of August, Hampden Street School 

will be supporting Daffodil Day, the main 

fundraiser for the cancer society each year. We 

encourage children to dress in yellow that day 

and bring along a gold coin donation for our daffodil coin trail. House points will be awarded 

to those who go the extra mile in their dressing up. 

 

2020 Enrolments 
If you have a child starting school next year, or know of a child starting next year, we would 

appreciate the child’s completed enrolment form as soon as possible. This is particularly 

important for any New Entrant children as the numbers coming in help determine the 

number of classes we start with. Early enrolments for 2020 will also help us determine if we 

can take any out of zone children in the new entrant area. Enrolment forms are available at 

the office.  

 

Hampden Street Road Closure 

I know many of you were surprised/shocked at the Nelson City Councils (NCC’s) 
announcement of the closure of Hampden Street West. On the surface, this seems like quite 
a radical move. However, the school was consulted, and we agreed with the temporary 
closure of Hampden Street West. Our preference is to shift the traffic lights from where they 
currently are outside our gate to the corner. We feel this would be the safest and most 
convenient option. Unfortunately, the NCC said this was very expensive and was unlikely at 
this stage. The reality is that staff have attended a number of accidents on this intersection 
and it is only a matter of time until someone (probably a cyclist or pedestrian is killed). 
Leaving it like it is not an option and the closure was the best one available.  
 
The bigger issue for Nelson South residents is what is going to happen to Waimea Road with 
one of the proposals being suggested being turning Waimea Road into a three-lane route at 
peak hours. This is not an option we would support as it would further increase the volume 
of traffic past our school and would seriously affect the health and safety of our students 
and the many residents of Waimea Road. I encourage you to look out for when the NCC calls 
for submissions to the plan and ensure your voice is heard.  
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STARS Questionaire 

Thank you to all those who completed our STARS questionnaire. It will provide us with 
valuable insights into how the STARS are reflected in students home environment. We are 
keen to make our STARS the key language of learning and behaviour in our school from New 
Entrants to Year 6. Having an idea of how whanau perceive them at home will really help us 
bring them to life.  
Congratulations to Marshal Townley who one our STARS Questionnaire lucky draw. He won 
two tickets to the movies.  
 

HSS’s Got Talent 
HSS’s Got Talent kicked off this Tuesday with 
the first round of heats. These will continue 
every week until the end of term, with the 
final scheduled for the first week of Term 4.   
 
Performers must make sure they have 
everything they need for their act (including 
music) prepared prior to the day they are 
performing. Music links can be sent to 
dean@hampdenstreet.school.nz . 

 

Rock Da House 
Prepare yourself for a wonderful night of entertainment showcasing some outstanding 

young local talent. Rock Da House combines massed choirs of approximately 440 students 

each night, with talented young soloists, the awesome Rock Da House band and the 

Backbeat Harmony Choir to present a feast of 

entertainment.  

 

Tickets are on sale now from the school office at 

a cost of $15:00 each. Hampden Street School 

students involved in Rock Da House will be 

performing on Wednesday 18th September. 

Entertainment starts at 7:00pm with the concert 

starting at 7:30pm 
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Active Transport Week 2-6 September 

The Envirogroup is keen to get more of our tamariki coming to school in active ways. Being 
active could be biking, walking, running, scootering, rollerblading, skateboarding or 
unicycling. Active transport may include taking the bus or, if you live a long way from school, 
you could consider 'park and walk' where tamariki are dropped a fair distance from school 
and walk the rest of the way. We want to help reduce the need for 'chaos' at the gate, do 
our part to reduce carbon emissions and to encourage our children to take a healthy route 
to school each day.  
 
At the beginning of each day, your child's class teacher will survey the class on how they 
travelled to school and the HSS House at the end of the week that has been most active will 
earn 50 house points! 
 
We will also have a coffee cart for parents and free hot milo on Monday the 2nd September 
for children who are 'active' in coming to school that day. The Nelson City Council is lending 
us their 'bike blender' so we can pedal power our way to healthy smoothies, and finally, we 
will have the courts open for biking and scootering in lunch breaks during this week with 
obstacle courses and the like. 
 
It should be a fun week and we hope you are able to get into the active spirit and support 
this child-led initiative.  
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From the Syndicates 
 

Junior Syndicate 
This week we are going to catch up with some Junior Syndicate students 

and see what they have been learning about.  

 

I have been learning about the heart and how it pumps blood around 

your body. I have been learning how to do a motorbike landing in 

gymnastics. For Junius Hour I am going to make an animal house.  

Esmae - Room 10  

 

 

I like learning about maths because I have been learning to count coins 
and how to count in twos. I like making my cooking book for Junius 
Hour because I like cooking.  
Jack S - Room 7 
 

 

 

I loved making my football game for Junius Hour. I made it with my 
buddy Henry. We both agreed to make the football game because 
we both play football in the same team.  
Matteo - Room 11 

 

 

I have been learning about human bodies. The thigh bone is 
connected to the hip bones. I learnt about the brain and if you don’t 
have a brain you can’t think. My buddy called Izzy from the Middles 
has been teaching me how to make the alphabet with clay.  
Ria - Room 12 
 

 

 

My favourite thing to do at school is to play with my friends and be 
helpful and kind to them. I like playing on the bottom field with my 
friends because they listen to me when I’m playing games. We have 
been learning about the lungs and how they help us to breathe.  
Madison - Room 20 

 
 

 

I like doing maths and explaining what I’ve done with my partners 
at the end of the lesson. I like reading because I like talking about 
what the characters are doing and the teacher says words and I 
find them in the book.  
Iris - Room 9 
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The Junior Syndicate is starting the Davis Programme which involves a lot of clay. To store all 
of our clay letters, we would love any ice cream containers from home. If you have any 
spare containers please drop them into your class teacher or into Room 7.  
 
We would also love any ‘loose parts’ to use during Play Based Learning, these are things you 
might find in ‘Grandad’s shed’ or any kind of recyclables (e.g paper tubes, nuts & bolts, 
carpet pieces, cardboard, corks, jars, bread clips). If you have any items like this at home 
that you’re happy to donate, please drop them into Room 7.  
 
Thank you!  
 

                                                                                                        Savanna Adams Syndicate Leader 

 

Middle Syndicate 
We are halfway through the term. Let's hear how the children are going... 
 
 
I like that the breaks are back to normal, I didn't like the extra 10 minutes 
in the afternoon. I really like Chromebook time because you can search 
up stuff and have fun writing on a document.  

Jason – Room 14 
 

I am enjoying everyone in Room 15. We actively 
collaborate and do cool projects like P.B.L and 
STEM. I really like Mr Shelley because he is a 
great teacher. He is kind and nice. I have enjoyed doing maths 
because we work in groups and sometimes that is fun. I also enjoy 
doing art. 
Clarise – Room 15 
 

 
I really enjoy it when we do Harry Potter activities because you get to 
make up your own motorbikes and stories. I like doing sports 
rotations because it really fun and you get to try lots of different 
things. I liked doing skipping the most because I love skipping. I can't 
wait for camp because we get to play lots of games and stay 
overnight.  
Florence – Room 16 

 

 

I enjoy maths because I am learning like my 9 times 
table and fractions. I am learning about the body. If you spin your 
blood around in a machine for 10 minutes, it will become yellow and 
red. The yellow bit is called the plasma. I am enjoying learning about 
the body. 
Josh – Room 17 
 

mailto:office@hampdenstreet.school.nz


250 Hampden St, Nelson 7010 Email: office@hampdenstreet.school.nz 
Phone: (03) 548 1825 www.hampdenstreet.school.nz 
 

 

Term 3 is going good because I have been learning lots about the body and 
it really helps me. It is helping me know about my body so when I grow 
up, I might know if something is wrong. I have liked learning about the 
kidneys, I have learnt that it helps filter water and it sends a message to 
your body when you are thirsty. I am enjoying maths because I have 
been challenging myself by doing division. Sammy helped show me 
what it was and now I can keep doing it by myself.  
Knox – Room 18 
 

 

It has been fun doing maths and I have been learning lots doing it. 
We have been doing some reading, this is pretty good too. I am 
learning new interesting words that I did not know before. The 
topic of the body is interesting. Doing research on the Chromebook 
is fun. I enjoy learning about the bones that we have. A 7-year-old 
can either have 206 or 300 bones because they connect. Learning 
fully about the body is just fun. My classmates have good and 
interesting facts about the body to share with everyone. The 
book of Harry Potter that we are reading is interesting. 

Mahi – Room 19 
 

 

Davis Learning Strategies 
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Sports Rotations  

 

Middles Big Night Out Teapot Valley Camp...5 weeks to go! 
Room 17/18/19 - Monday 23rd September and Tuesday 24th September 
Room 14/15/16 - Wednesday 25th September and Thursday 26th September 
 
We will re-send the gear list nearer to the camp. This will include some baking to go towards 
afternoon tea and supper. 
 
Have a great fortnight, 
 
Ka kite ano,  
 

                                                                                                        Mandy Cain Townley Syndicate Leader 
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Senior Syndicate 

This week we were proud to display our Science Fair projects.  A huge congratulations to all 
the children for making your projects so special and for showing determination to succeed 
even when faced with failures along the way. It was lovely to see how proud children are of 
what they have achieved.  The top twenty or so will be judged by an outside party and ten 
will be chosen to represent Hampden Street School in the Cawthron Scitec Expo. 
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As we finish one project we swiftly move into the next - speeches.  Some children are really 
anxious about presenting these.  Once written and crafted at school we encourage all 
families to provide an opportunity for children to practice presenting their speech.  This 
makes a huge difference to the delivery in class. 
 
Nelson Intermediate School’s open night is next Wednesday 28th August.  Make sure you 
pop along and hear what they have to offer. 
 
Ski day is coming up fast - have you got all the gear you need? 
 
Enjoy your week, 
 

Tarnia Pilcher Syndicate Leader  
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Coming Events 
 

Ski Day, Rooms 2, 3 and 5, Rainbow Ski Field 27 August 

HSS’s Got Talent, Heat 2 
27 August, 

1:00pm-1:40pm 

Yr 5&6 Interschool Hockey Tournament, Saxton Hockey Turf 
27 August,  

9:00am-3:00pm 

PP Day, Yr 5&6 Interschool Hockey Tournament 
28 August,  

9:00am-3:00pm 

Nelson Intermediate School Powhiri and Open Day 
28 August, 

9:00am-11:00am 

Nelson Intermediate School Open Night, Year 6’s 
28 August,  

7:00pm-8:00pm 

Ski Day, Rooms 1, 4 and 6, Rainbow Ski Field 29 August 

School Assembly, Middle and Senior Syndicates 
30 August,  

2:15pm-3:00pm 

Active Transport Week 2-6 September 

HSS’s Got Talent, Heat 3 
3 September, 

1:00pm-1:40pm 

Nelson Cluster Winter Sports Tournament 
9 September,  

10:30am-3:00pm 

HSS’s Got Talent, Heat 4 
10 September, 

1:00pm-1:40pm 

PP Day, Nelson Cluster Winter Sports Tournament 
11 September, 

10:30am-3:00pm 

School Assembly, Junior and Senior Syndicates 
13 September, 

2:15pm-3:00pm 

Board of Trustees Meeting, staffroom 
18 September, 

6:00pm-8:30pm 

Rock Da House performance, Trafalgar Centre 18 September, 7:00pm 

Excellence Assembly, Middle Syndicate  
19 September, 

2:00pm-3:00pm 

Middle Syndicate Camp, Rooms 17, 18 and 19 23-24 September 

Middle Syndicate Camp, Rooms 14, 15 and 16 25-26 September 

Excellence Assembly, Junior and Senior Syndicates 
26 September, 

2:00pm-3:00pm 

Nelson Cluster Speech Competition 
26 September, 

6:00pm-7:30pm 

Last day of Term 3 27 September  
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Community Notices 
Community notices are placed at the request of the advertiser. Hampden Street School does not 

take any responsibility for, or endorse the content of, these advertisements. 

Physical Theatre and Improv Classes! Local theatre company Wild Rabbit is 
offering high-energy, dynamic theatre classes which encourage, empower 
and inspire. Learning through theatre builds confidence and equips people to 
question and express the world around them. Check out wildrabbit.co.nz or 
email wildrabbitproductions@outlook.com to enquire about a class. 

Film Camp 2019 - Monday October 7th to Friday October 11th. Action! Film Camp is back for its 6th 
year in a row at The Playhouse Theatre. Action Adventure, Zombie Rom Com or Murder Mystery, 
it's the school holiday camp where the kids create write, star and direct their very own movie. The 
camp is limited to 15 students aged between 10 and 15 and runs daily from 9 till 4pm at the 
Playhouse. Participants will script, produce, film, edit and screen their film over week, with help of 
Nic Roland as their main tutor. Nic has a degree in Film and Media from Otago University is an ex 
TVNZ News Editor and director, with extensive experience as a Television and short film producer. 
All aspects of making a movie are addressed during the week including costume design, makeup, 
acting method, lighting, film history and distribution. Kids will have a chance to film and edit their 
film over the week with a grand screening of their 
work on the Friday Night to parents friends and 
family. This is a great chance for any young film 
maker, actor/actress, camera person, editor, set 
and costume designer, makeup artist or general 
film enthusiast to build new skills, meet like 
minded people and actually make a movie! The 
camp costs $400 for the week, which includes 3 
meals a day plus tutoring. For more information please call Nic Roland on 5402985 or email at 
theplayhousecafenz@gmail.com. 

The Nelson Half. The Nelson Half is into it’s third year of the “giving 

back to schools” programme. A portion of every entry fee is given 

to schools. This year the event is on Sunday 3rd November. Walk or 

run; 21.1km, 10km, 5km or 2.5km. Something for the whole family. 

www.thenelsonhalf.co.nz . 

Inspire Festival. Thursday and Friday 5-6 September at Nayland College, Years 5-8, cost $50. 

Programme available soon onwww.ministryofinspiration.org and registration will open here mid-

August:  THURSDAY  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/inspire-festival-2019-thursday-tickets-

53845742064 . FRIDAY  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/inspire-festival-2019-friday-tickets-

53846338849 . 

Sharpen. For all your sharpening needs; knives, scissors, gardening tools etc. Contact 

Andrew;021300221 or www.sharpen.nz .                   

Rutherford Street Kindergarten. Quality community-based education and care for children aged 2 

– school aged Community-spirited, environmentally conscious, 

welcoming centre with quality learning Open Monday-Friday 8.00am-

4.00pm all year (we close for two weeks over Christmas/New Year) 20 

hours free ECE for 3 – 5 year olds Free for 2 year olds in afternoons 

Spaces Now Available Ph: 548 9239 233 Rutherford Street, Nelson 

(plenty of parking available) Email: info@rutherfordstkinder.co.nz 

www.rutherfordstkinder.co.nz or just drop in and visit! 
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Walker Painting and Decorating Ltd. We are an owner-operator family company based in Nelson. 

We have 25 years of experience and pride ourselves on being reliable, honest and giving the best 

customer service to ensure you're happy with the work from start to finish! Not to mention being 

fantastic painters with great attention to detail! The services we provide for residential, 

commercial and industrial structures include: 

-All aspects of internal and external redecoration  

-Roof spraying 

-Water-blasting 

-Gib-stopping 

-Re-puttying of windows 

-Supply of scaffold 

From single rooms to entire internal and external redecorations, no job is too big or too small! 

We can also quote from plans for new builds. Please call or email our team today for your no 

obligation quote! 

Matt: 021 023 18323, Office: 021 026 97138, Email: Paintwithwalker@gmail.com . 

Akido. Want to learn self-defence and become more confident?  

Do AIKIDO a Japanese Martial Art. 

We have children’s classes from 5yrs - 7yrs Wed & Fri 4pm – 

4:45pm, 8yrs -16yrs  Wed & Fri 5pm – 6pm. Check out our 

facebook, www.aikidonelson.nz  or call Callum 021 0694211. 
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Awards and Achievements 
 

Room 1 Rohan Moon for improved confidence and a great positive attitude. 

Room 2 
Brooklyn Boyd for working collaboratively to complete tasks and offering 
thoughtful ideas. 

Room 3 
Neve Candish for showing a wonderful mindset towards learning. Asking 
questions to clarify understandings.  

Room 4 Hunter Royds for taking the initiative to drive new learning. 

Room 5 
Josephine Hufflet for exceptional self-management skills and high standards 
in her work. 

Room 6 
Jeremiah Coursey for taking great initiative and self-management with 
science fair and writing tasks.  

Room 7 
Hadley Duncan for his wonderful perseverance and belief in himself as a 
learner.  

Room 9 Alizae Palmolungo for always having a positive attitude to learning. 

Room 10 Wilfred Miller for the fantastic effort he puts in towards all new learning. 

Room 11 Matteo Gibbons for striving for success in all areas of his learning. 

Room 12 Ria Richards for being a super star reader and striving for success. 

Room 13 Wyatt Andrews for an enthusiastic approach to all learning areas. 

Room 14 
Evelyn McPherson for the fantastic improvement in her learning and 
motivation to learn. 

Room 15 Harlow Thomson for her growing leadership and desire for excellence. 

Room 16 Bree Dell for striving for success in writing. 

Room 17 Aran Shankar for responding creatively during writing. 

Room 18 Lachlan Severinsen for showing increased self-management in learning. 

Room 19 Jack Edgely for showing empathy and striving for success. 

Room 20 Evander Currie for striving for success with his reading and writing. 
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