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Principal ȭÓ 6ÉÅ× 

Dear Parents 

It is amazing to think the 2011 school year is over - this 8 week term has flown by. It has been a very 

positive year for Hampden Street School. Students continue to set high standards of achievement, 

behaviour and presentation. These standards can be credited to the hard work of staff and the 

expectation of parents. Most Hampden Street parents realise the important role they play in the 

education of their children. This is an area we want to continue to develop and support in 2011.  

Hampden Street School is a busy place and 2011 has seen many highlights. Personally, the HSS Showcase 

was a real highlight. Not only was it wonderful to see all the talent on show but it was particularly 

pleasing to see the vision we had for cultural and performing arts programmes established at school 

come to fruition. Other highlights include Masked Parade, Red Square performances, Rock Da House 

Music festival, success at interschool sports, ski trips, Mistletoe Bay camps, Hall renovations and our well-

overdue network upgrade.  

Communication is key to a successful school and something we work hard at. This year the staff and I 

have really appreciated the many parents who sent in positive, supportive emails during the year. 

Although it is great that parents keep us informed when they have concerns or issues, it is lovely that 

parents take time to let us know when something goes well or they appreciate something we have done. 

The Parent Fundraising Committee has done another fantastic job in 2011, running two major and highly 

successful fundraisers in the form of the Quiz night and our famous Twilight Gala. These funds are going 

to help pay for the upgrade of the hall. We would like to thank Kate and Fiona and their dedicated team 

for their hard work this year. 

In this newsletter you will see a Board of Trustees update. Our Board has had a successful year and has 

set plans in place that will give the school some real direction in years to come. The next 12 months 

should be a very exciting time for the school. I have really appreciated the support I have received from 

our Hampden Street Board of Trustees.  

Finally, I would like to thank our fantastic staff. We are blessed to have such a dedicated, professional 

and hard working team. This year we farewell Malcolm, Kate, Jade and Marcia all of whom have made 

fantastic contributions to our school and will be greatly missed. We wish them well for 2012.  

Best wishes to you all for a safe and happy holiday and thank you for your support this year. 

Merry Christmas 

Ka Kite 

Don McLean 

Principal  



Notices 

 Class Placement 
Our placement assembly will be held next week. Being able to put the children in their new classes 

before the end of year certainly helps with a smooth transition. The children have a chance to meet 

their teacher, visit their new classroom and mix with the new class. The other key part to a good 

transition is getting the class placements right. It is certainly not a random process - a huge amount 

of thought goes into putting classes together. Many factors are considered including social, 

academic and behavioural. Our number one consideration is always the needs of the students. All 

teachers have input into the lists. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ be commended for their 

hard work. Also thank you to the 30 people who sent us class placement recommendations. We 

have done our best to accommodate ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ requests, however with staff changes this is not 

always possible but rest assured a grŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

placement. 

 

Board of Trustees Update  

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the staff of Hampden Street School we wish to thank all 

those people who have supported the school, students and staff throughout the year and wish you 

all a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.  

These thanks and Christmas wishes go to all: 

¶ Parent Helpers 

¶ HSS Parent Fundraising Committee 

¶ Transport providers 

¶ Sports coaches and managers 
Without your commitment we would struggle to offer the full range of opportunities and 

programmes for the children. 

 

 

End of Year Reports 
End of year reports went home on Monday for Year 4- 6Φ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ 

make sure you take time to sit down with your child and discuss their reports and possible 

goals for 2012.  



Sports Uniforms  
You will be aware that we have invested a large amount of money in new sports uniforms . We are 

extremely lucky to have such quality gear and it is important that we look after it. A couple of years 

ago we abandoned a sports uniform fee as we saw ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉarticipation in sport,  

however it is vital we maintain our uniforms and to encourage them being returned, we are going to 

charge a fee for any lost uniforms. The charge will be the full cost of a replacement. 
 

Final Assembly  
Our Final Assembly will be held at 11am on Friday, 16 December. This will be our wind-up 

for the year and a chance to present our last Excellence Awards. Make sure you come early 

to get a seat as it is always a packed house. School will close for the year following the 

assembly at 12.30pm. 

Start of the 2012 School Year  
As mentioned in the last newsletter school starts on Tuesday, 7 February 2012 (following Waitangi 

Day) at 9am.  

Staff will be in the school Tuesday, 31 January to Thursday, 2 February attending Teacher 

Only days and the office will be open 9am ς 2pm on these days.  

 

School Stationery  
Students will receive their stationery lists next week.  The school sells only the new entrant packs. All 

other packs can be purchased online from Office Max or from their store in Trafalgar St, Nelson.  

School stationery lists will be posted on our website www.hampdenstreet.school.nz.  If you have 

been unable to get hold of a list by the last week of the holidays please feel free to call in to school as 

most staff will be around during that week. 

Enquiries or New Enrolments  
The school will be open for new enrolments on Tuesday, 31 January to Thursday, 2 February  

between 9am and 2pm. If you know of any families wanting to enrol at school in early 2012 they can 

e-mail the Principal and I will arrange a time to meet during the holidays.  

Email: principal@hampdenstreet.school.nz  

Senior Camp 
This is an advanced warning of our 2012 senior camps. During February 2012 all Year 6 

classes will be attending camp at Marahau/ Abel Tasman National Park. The camp fee will  be 

approximately $120/ child. All students who will be attending should have received a notice. 

Library Books and Readers  
There are still a large number of school readers and library books missing. We 

would appreciate if you could have a good look around home during the 

holidays and see if you can find any Hampden Street School books. If you find 

any please return to the school office tomorrow or when the school opens in February. 

http://www.hampdenstreet.school.nz/
mailto:principal@hampdenstreet.school.nz


Leavers Assembly 
This Friday, 9 December we will be holding our Year 6 Leavers assembly. This assembly is a 

celebration of our Year 6 students years at Hampden Street School. We encourage you to 

come along and share this special occasion with your children. Assembly starts at 2pm.  

Lost Property  
We have accumulated a mountain of lost property this term. We will put it on display on 

tables on the top court next week after school and  before and after final assembly. Please 

ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀƛƳ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ 

 

Use of the School Grounds 

Many people use our grounds to play in during the holidays and we are happy for 

this to happen. However, during the holidays we are often the target of vandals. If 

you are in or around the school and are concerned about any activities at the school 

over the holiday period please report this to the police.  

If you find any school equipment lying around the grounds, please pick it up and ƛŦ wŀȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ 

about, take it home and just return it at the start of the 2012 school year. 

 

A Christmas Wish 

On behalf of the Hampden Street School Staff and Board 
of Trustees we wish all students parents, care givers and 
friends of the school a very Merry Christmas and best 
wishes for a successful new year. 

 

Coming Events 
Year 6 Leavers Assembly, 2pm 9 December 

Year 6 Bridge Valley Trip  14 December 

Final assembly, 11am 16 December 

Last Day of the School Year. Finish at 12.30pm 16 December 

First Day of School 2012 7 February 2012 

Meet the Teachers Evening 8 February 2012 

Year Six camps 14 ς 24 February 2012 


